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Opening doors, unlocking potential

DANCE
IN THEIR
STRIDE

Boys spring into action
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At the centre
of the community

ON 11th July, FPHS held a Heritage Fair to celebrate the school’s
80th anniversary.
There were plenty of stalls and activities for everyone to enjoy, the
most popular being the assault course, circus skills and birds of prey.
Former students and staff also enjoyed an exhibition of documents,
photos and other memorabilia.

Several guest speakers were invited to share their knowledge of
the history of both Rochdale and the Royds family who, 80 years ago,
donated the site on which Falinge Park High School now stands.
We can’t wait to celebrate our centenary in 20 years’ time!
Michelle Uddin

WE’VE had a very busy term since September, and this edition
will give you an indication of just some of the activities that have
taken place.
As you know, we pride ourselves on being a school that
works with the community, and our Eid celebrations and coffee
morning in September certainly provoked a fantastic response
from both parents and students. We also have some wonderful
Christmas celebrations lined up, which we hope you will
share with us.
Thank you for all your support in my first term here as
Headteacher – it is a truly compelling place to be!
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Janice Allen, Headteacher

AS part of my Lead Practitioner role, I have been lucky to
work with a great group of primary schools, staff and pupils
on Creative Cross-Curricular Projects.
Following on from the success of the last three years’
projects – Hugo, Project Tommy and 1915 – this year’s
Creative Collaborative Project is ‘The Earth Works Project’.
The main aims of the project are: to make learning
meaningful, relevant and challenging; to develop a response
through compelling learning experiences while working
together as a team using specialisms sharing good, exciting
and stimulating practice; and, finally, to celebrate pupils’
talents and good practice. The five local primary schools
are: Healey, All Saints, St Michael’s Bamford, Shawclough
and Newhey.
Work is undertaken throughout the year in various forms
and subject areas, and then showcased in a Grand Final
Sharing at the end of the school year. So far, these

“All the Dance
workshops have
worked well.
It’s good for our
pupils to work on
something and
then share it.”

2

Sharon Hardy,
Deputy Headteacher
All Saints Primary School

have taken place at Carnforth train station, the Imperial War
Museum and the Museum of Science and Industry. This
year, we are hoping to showcase our project at the People’s
History Museum in Manchester.
The project’s main themes are: community, settlement,
heritage, belonging and identity. Some schools have taken
on the Neolithic and Mesolithic periods and are looking
at Cave Art by Candlelight, The Ice Age, and Scar of the
Sabre Tooth! Primary schools are sharing good practice
and inspiration by reading Maroo of the Winter Caves by
Ann Turnbull. Other aspects include using the artist Joseph
Cornell’s Identity Boxes, working on an identity theme in
Dance and how it relates to movement, and developing
conversations about heritage and settlement, tribal traditions
and cultures. The date for the Final Sharing is Sunday 19th
June 2016. To keep updated, visit the school website.

Da

Kapa haka project

Kapa haka is the term for Maori performing arts, and
means to form a line (kapa) and dance (haka). It involves an
emotional and powerful combination of song, dance
and chanting.
In October, Corey Baker Dance, together with
contemporary dancers and Maori artists, visited FPHS
where they held workshops with Year 9 and 10 BTEC/GCSE
Dance students. The students also had the opportunity to
research Maori culture, in particular looking at Dance and
artistic designs.
Everyone worked hard, choreographing a curtain raiser
for Corey Baker Dance’s performance of the ‘Kapa Haka
Tale’ at the Lowry the following day. Performing to a sold-out
audience, the students were a credit to the school. Two of
our collaborative primary schools, All Saints and St Michael’s,
also hosted workshops and watched the ‘Kapa Haka Tale’ as
part of this year’s Creative Collaborative Project: The Earth
Works Project.
Jennifer Wystawnoha

“The collaborative
projects with Falinge
Park High School
have enlightened
our pupils and given
them inspiration.”

Comments from the Headteacher
at All Saints Primary School

“It’s a fantastic
way to incorporate
Art across the
curriculum.”
Mrs De Roza,
Healey Primary School
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CELEBRATION
OF OUR RICH
CULTURE

“

Our
children showed
how caring they
are as a
community

“

Seasonal events such as Eid and Christmas are a great
way for students, staff, family and friends to celebrate
our community’s diverse customs and beliefs

A memorable day with family and friends
IN September, our school community and
families came together to celebrate
Eid-ul-Adha.
We wore our best clothes, decorated the
school, had a wonderful lunch together

and held parties in the afternoon. In
the evening, staff, students and parents
enjoyed a special event together, with food
that was cooked by our students, parents
and catering staff.

Once again, our children showed
how caring they are as a community by
donating clothing and goods to those less
fortunate than ourselves.
Janice Allen, Headteacher

Festive
date for
your diary
ON Tuesday 15th December, we open our
doors to families and friends of the school
for a special ‘Festive Treat’, from 4.15-5pm.
The ‘drop-in’ event will feature seasonal
musical pieces, entertainment and
refreshments, with donations to
local charity.
Prior to the festive showcase, students
will be given the opportunity to spend
some time with the residents of local
nursing and care homes, who are invited
to come along from 3.15pm to enjoy
some fun activities and lovely food. We
hope you can join us.

4

Janice Allen, Headteacher
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WE recently held a charity coffee
morning on behalf of the Teenage
Cancer Trust and Macmillan
Cancer Support.
Staff started the day with coffee and
croissants, followed by coffee and cake
at lunchtime.
We also held a coffee morning for
parents and friends of the school.
In addition to raising money for
two very worthy charities, they had
the opportunity to meet our new
Headteacher. Our Year 10 Health and
Social Care students also hosted
activities for younger children.
It was a very successful morning and
everyone enjoyed themselves. In total,
we raised £377.90 to share between the
two charities, with one student raising
over £20 by herself, selling cakes at
breaks and lunchtimes.

Winning logo

Andrea Slessor

Mfl

Students step

Da

up to Dance

THIS term has been a busy one for CEPA, and in particular Dance.
We have had the Stride Boys Dance Project, the Kapa haka
workshops, a performance piece with Corey Baker Dance company,
the Full Steam Immersive Theatre Evening and the launch of this
year’s Collaborative Creative Project: Project Earth Works.

Stride project

The Stride Project is an annual Greater Manchester, boys-only Dance
project. Schools and groups around the Borough are invited to take

“

part in workshops, driven by Dance Manchester and led by Company
Chameleons Anthony Missen and Kevin Edward Turner, two local leading
dance artists.
Students from Years 7 to 11 took part in workshops in the Dance Studio
at FPHS, which were followed a week later by workshops for 70 Year 5 and
6 pupils from All Saints and Healey primary schools. I also had the pleasure
of watching some of our students perform at the Whitworth Art Gallery in
Manchester in the project finale.
					Jenny Wystawnoha

This term
has been busy
one for CEPA,
and particular
Dance

“

Charity
cuppa

A COMPETITION was held
to design a logo for the new
Languages Centre, for use on
all the signage throughout
the building.
From nearly 100 entries,
Year 9 student Sadia
Kadiza’s brilliant design
was chosen as the
eventual winner.
Louise Pottinger
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Full speed
ahead
DURING the Rochdale Schools’
Athletics Championships, Year
11 student Emmanuel Mufakazi
shrugged off the competition during
the 100m heats and annihilated all
the other finalists in the 100m final.
He was crowned champion after
completing the race in a staggering
11.23 seconds. Emmanuel also
helped the Year 10 boys to pick up a
silver medal in the team event.
FPHS is proud to sponsor
Emmanuel as he continues his
quest to become one of the fastest
sprinters in the UK. He joined Bury
Harriers recently, where he trains
twice a week and competes around
the country at the weekend.
Samantha Ridings

Runners reap
their reward

THE PE department hosted the Rochdale Schools’ Cross
Country Championships at Falinge Park High School over
a three-week period. Several schools took part and races
were staged at all age levels.
Our students gained medals in a number of events,
including bronze for Nell Strudwick in the Year 7 girls’
competition, silver in the under-16 boys’ team and bronze
in the Year 9 girls’ team and under-16 girls’ team events.
Congratulations to all the runners who represented Falinge
Park High School so well.
Michael Rudkowskyj

Netballers sharpen
their skills
NETBALL continues to be a popular, extra-curricular activity
among students in Years 7 to 10. They have been taking part
in training and matches after school, as well as travelling to
other schools in the Borough.
With all the hard work and effort the girls apply to training,
we are hoping to see them win plenty of matches in their
upcoming games.
Lisa Finc

AFTER a shaky start to the season, the Year 9 football team has been receiving support from Lewis
Alessandra of Rochdale AFC, who has been guiding us through some training techniques. This, along
with star striker Ibrahim Nasir finding form, has given both Mr Rhodes and Mr Abdul hope for a
positive second half of the season.
Richard Rhodes
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Year 9 up
their game

