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WELCOME to the latest edition of Footlights.
I often look back over previous issues, and I am 

struck by the pace of change here at the school.  
Our young people also have a great deal to 

look forward to: our new facilities; a Year 11 that 
look set to break our school records in their 
GCSEs; and buoyant Year 7 numbers, despite the 
drop in primary school children.

One of the partnerships that has made this 
happen is our relationship with you… our 
families. Without you, and the children you bring 
to us, none of this would be happening.

In the meantime, enjoy the magazine.

Robin Lonsdale, Headteacher

TWO of our students, Jabed Miah and Georgia Berry, have 
taken their GCSE triumph to the next level after being 
selected for the Rochdale Sixth Form College 
Scholarship Programme.  

The initiative is set up to reward and challenge the most 
able students within Falinge Park High School, enabling 
them to continue with their accelerated development and 
high achievement.  

The scheme involves students taking part in challenging 
experiences, surrounded by like-minded individuals. This 
may include additional work outside the scope of their 
own A-Levels, trips to business or academic facilities and 
financial rewards to motivate them to continue down the 
path of excellence in preparation for university.  

Both students recently came back to FPHS to discuss 
their experiences with current Year 11 students.  

Simon Ward 

Sixth Form scholarship
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An enhanced student experience

NO sooner has one group of Year 11 
students left FPHS, than another 
group starts.

In 2014, GCSE results fell 
considerably for the first time around 
the country. Our school was no 
exception. This year’s leavers also had 
a large number of new-to-FPHS arrivals 
in their midst.

However, our new Year 11 look like 
breaking all previous records, with 
42% already achieving three or more 
GCSE grades at A*, A and B levels. 

This will enable them to study 
other subjects in greater depth and 
begin new courses in advance of the 
2015 examinations.  

Robin Lonsdale

ALTHOUGH the school new build project 
contract is nearing completion, investment 
in the school estate continues.

Initiatives that will enhance the student 
experience include the newly landscaped 
school grounds, which were handed back 
for school use in mid-September after the 
demolition of the old school. The remodelled 
and extended Dance Studio and staff car 

parking facilities were also handed back. 
In October, the construction of a new, 

third generation multi-use games area (3G 
MUGA) began. This is sited outside the ICT 
Learning Centre, and will be completed 
by Christmas. It will add to the Healthy 
Lifestyles Department’s existing student 
PE facilities and provide a further external, 
enclosed area for ball games. 
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Positive habits for learning
AT Falinge Park High School, we 
want our students to believe 
in their own ability to learn. For 
this reason, we are starting the 
journey to becoming a Growth 
Mindset School.  

People with a Growth 
Mindset believe they are 
capable of achieving anything 
they want, and we want our 
students to think this way.  

To start us off, we are 
promoting positive habits for 
learning. Our new, favourite 
word is ‘yet’. Whenever we 
hear a student utter the phrase, 
“I can’t…”, we make them add 
“yet” to the end of 
the sentence.  

Our habits for learning 
are: Hard work, Effort, 
Determination, Embracing 
Struggle and Resilience.

Paula Jordan

Achievement 
across Year 11

Modern Foreign Languages Centre
The school is also investing in the construction of a new 
building. The Modern Foreign Languages Centre will be 
built early in the New Year. It will house six classrooms 
for French, Spanish and Urdu lessons, as well as 
support facilities. Students took part in a competition 
to design the new MFL logo for the Centre, which will 
be displayed throughout the building and on all outdoor 
signage. This was a great opportunity for students to 
have their creative work recognised.

Paul Keppie

our 
flourishing 
family
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International links and global initiatives give both teachers and students at Falinge Park 
High School the opportunity to explore new opportunities beyond the classroom

Lessons from around the world
Ge

 Right here, 
right now, this 

is the best place 
in the world IN August, ten young people from Brownhill 

Learning Community and Falinge Park High 
School undertook the momentous challenge of 
canoeing 100km along the Caledonian Canal in 
Scotland, from Neptune’s Staircase near Fort 
William to Dochgarroch, near Inverness. 

As the first day dawned, two buses set off 
from Rochdale Town Hall laden with tents, 
sleeping bags and a mountain of food. For 
many, it was the first time they had been to 
Scotland and experienced the magnificent 
glens, forests and lochs. 

Everyone quickly settled into the daily 
routine. This included seven hours of paddling, 
taking down and putting up tents every 
morning and evening, and cooking all the 

meals. Despite the gruelling schedule, and 
clouds and clouds of midges, everyone fell in 
love with canoeing and nobody wanted 
to go home!

As an added bonus, the group hope 
to raise over £3,000 to help fund a school 
building project in Uganda. This is on top of 
the money they had already collected through 
activities such as balloon launches and non-
uniform days.

Special thanks to Dave and Lewis from 
Hollingworth Lake Water Activity Centre who 
volunteered to come with us, and to Big Mark 
and Little Mark from Beyond Adventure for 
their expert leadership. 

Sean Wilcock

Ubuntu challenge

IN October, Miss Searle and Miss Kowalski took part in a teacher exchange 
to Senfi High School in Ghana, Africa, organised by the Humanities Faculty 
through the British Council’s ‘Connecting Classrooms’ initiative. The aim of the 
programme is to create a sustainable partnership between the two schools. 

During their stay, the teachers learnt a lot about Ghanaian culture by taking 
part in various trips: to the Kumasi Cultural Centre, a local cocoa farm and 
Cape Coast Castle. We are now looking forward to welcoming the teachers of 
Senfi High School to FPHS in 2015. 

We would also like to say a massive thank you to those of you who 
brought in gifts for our partnership school. 

Stacey Searle

Link with  
Ghanaian school

MEMBERS of FPHS’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) club are taking part in a global chemistry 
experiment. This involves growing crystals and comparing the 
results with students around the world.  
The experiment is being organised by the Royal Society of 
Chemistry to mark the International Year of Crystallography. 

Audrey MacDonald

Global 
experiment

Sci

5



THE NEWS MAGAZINE OF FALINGE PARK HIGH SCHooL

6

bowled over!
ALL students who achieved 100% attendance during the last 
academic year were invited on a free trip to reward their achievement.  

From a wide choice of activities, the students chose to go tenpin 
bowling. In addition, they were treated to a free buffet lunch and a 
game of Laser Quest.  

Everyone received a certificate and a badge. A prize draw resulted 
in five lucky winners receiving a £10 high street voucher.  

Kate Barnes

A hair-raising 
performance!

STUDENTS from Years 7 to 11 gave a spectacular rendition of the hair-raising 
musical, Hairspray.

The show, which was performed on 20th and 21st November, demanded 
a broad range of singing, dancing and acting skills, and gave our multi-
talented students a fantastic opportunity to showcase their talents. 

Alfred Mvula 

A beacon against bullying
THE Peer Mediators have taken a fresh look 
at bullying within Falinge Park High School.
They began the year hosting the prestigious 
Diana Award anti-bullying training, in which 
schools from around the North West took 
part in a full day training event. 

Throughout Anti-Bullying Week in 
November, the Peer Mediators presented an 
assembly to the whole school about bullying 
and the negative effect it can have. 

They also launched the ‘ABC – Anti-
Bullying Campaign’, accompanied by an 
adapted rendition of ABC by the Jackson 5, 
highlighting the idea that reporting bullying 
should be as easy as 123. 

The group has also developed a poster, 
featuring eyes (to seek help), a mouth (to 
speak out) and ear (illustrating that people 
are listened to and someone is there to 
support them).   

Harriet Herdman

Da

ON 19th September – Jeans for Genes Day – staff and students came to school wearing their jeans in return for a donation of £1, 
to raise vital funds for young people across the country who suffer from genetic disorders. In total, £587.45 was raised.

Louise Turner

Making a difference

Food, support and a smile!
ALL the students and staff at FPHS are teaming up with the Rochdale 
Foodbank and the Trussell Trust to bring emergency food, support and a 
smile to families in the Rochdale area. 

Rising food and fuel prices, static incomes, under-employment and 
changes to benefits are some of the reasons why increasing numbers 
are being referred to foodbanks for emergency provisions. With the 
onset of winter, students at FPHS have taken the initiative to help 
local charities in the run-up to the festive season by collecting food 

donations and packaging them for distribution to those in most need. 
We are proud that we are the first secondary school to give 
Rochdale Foodbank our support and, in so doing, helping to serve the 
local community. 

For more information, speak to your form tutors or any school 
council members. Let’s start collecting! 

Suleman Miah
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Pe Goals galore!
THE Year 9 football team have made 
an impressive start to the season with 
comprehensive wins against Wardle (5-1) and 
Kingsway Park (8-5). 
These fantastic victories were followed up 

with good results against Hollingworth and 
Siddal Moor. Special recognition must go to 
Callum Harrison, who scored seven goals in 
four matches.  

Ashley Ingham

Springboard 
to success

Winning 
streak

Polished 
performance

FOLLOWING a great 
deal of hard work, 
including practising 
every week after 
school and at 
lunchtime, the Year 
7 netball team have 
proven themselves to 
be a team to watch. 
They have made a 
fantastic start to the 
season, winning three 
games out of five. 

Francesca Younge

EHSAN Hayee, who plays for Rochdale 3rd 
Team Cricket Club, was presented with an 
award for Most Improved Player of the Year 
in the North Manchester league.  

Francesca Younge

Year 7 
team up

TO support our school’s ongoing development, we need to ensure that 
Year 7 have the opportunity to improve their resilience and ability to work 
as a team in challenging situations. To begin this process, we took 84 Year 
7 students to Condover Hall in Shropshire for three days in October.
Students took part in a wide range of activities, including climbing, 
abseiling, orienteering, gladiator wall, camp fire and Laser Quest.

 Sam Ridings

MOHAMMED Armaan has won the Year 
7 boys’ cross-country championships.  
As a result, he has been selected to 
represent Rochdale in the Greater 
Manchester Championships in February.

Sam Ridings

The fastest boy 
in Rochdale

MY name is Chloe Collins, and I go to 
Middleton Trampolining Club twice a week.

I have been going there for eight 
months and last month I entered my first 
competition. I came third and received a 
bronze medal.

My routine included lots of moves, 
including full twists, straddle, swivel hips, 
half twist to feet, pike, backdrop half twist, 
tuck jump and tuck front somersault.  

Chloe Collins


