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Silver stars
Students achieve Eco-Schools Silver Award
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Blueprint  
for change
OUR long-awaited building work finally comes 
to fruition this summer when our builders, 
Carillion, arrive on site.

The school will start to look different very 
quickly. There will be a new student entrance 
by the library and our reception will be sited 
in the CLC. A new temporary play area will be 
located at the back of the sports hall, as much 
of our present recreation facilities will become 
the building site.

The process will be managed by Mr Paul 
Keppie, who has been appointed as project 
manager by the school for the duration of  
the build.

David Chaloner

Staff make A WAVE of support staff have gone back to school this year to study 
for their GCSE Maths exam after realising that this will help them to 
progress in their careers.

After taking lessons after school and joining students in their 
Maths lessons, they have all risen to the challenge to achieve this 
important qualification.

Susan Wood

Staff say goodbye
THIS year is particularly poignant, both for me as an individual 
and for the school as a whole, as five long-serving and valued 
colleagues enter retirement:

l  Muriel Gott (1990-2012), who was the engine behind the school’s 
successful bid to become a Specialist College

l  Hillary Williams and Robert Bushell, who between them have 
been the backbone of our ICT teaching since 1990

l  Graham Boff (1991-2012), who was the Acting Headteacher 
before my arrival

l  Denise Hesson (1996-2012), who has been PA to three 
Headteachers at Falinge Park

They will all be missed, and we wish them well in everything they do.
Robin Lonsdale, Headteacher

THIS year’s very popular and well attended 
Awards Evening was held on 19th June. 

As always, it was an opportunity for students, 
parents, staff governors and old friends to 
come together to celebrate the achievements of 
‘personal best’ by more than 60 prizewinners. 
In addition, Science, ICT and Creative and 
Performing Arts all showcased their work.

Many thanks to everyone who supported this 
memorable evening. Who knows? With hard work 
and sustained effort, we may be inviting you and 
your parents next year.

Gillian Skerrow

Students’  
‘personal best’

the grade

Record-breaking achievement
AS the school year draws to a close, we must celebrate what is sure to go down  
as a record year for school improvement.

We look like breaking all records in the summer, both for 5+A*-C and 5+A*-C 
including English and Mathematics. This is built on strong performances by English, 
Mathematics and Science in early entry examinations, coupled with extra effort 
across the faculties to achieve ‘personal bests’ for all of our young people.

I wish all of our families a happy summer holiday, and I look forward to seeing 
you, once again, in September. We continue to be very grateful for your support.

Robin Lonsdale, Headteacher

Capital 
experience Olympics logo

INSPIRED by the Google designers who create the ever-changing 
logos we see on their website, we decided to light the flame of 
digital creativity!

Across Rochdale, students have been busy developing their 
graphic editing skills in the ICT competition launched by FPHS. They 
were asked to produce a Google logo based on the London 2012 
Olympics, using any suitable graphics software.

The 25 winners who receive the most student votes will join other 
competition winners at Sports City to take part in the Rochdale 
Schools’ Olympic launch.  

First, second and third place winners will have their logos 
presented in poster size and will take home shopping vouchers 
worth up to £50. 

Sam Smith

Just the ticket
STUDENTS at Falinge Park have been given the opportunity to 
represent the school in the Rochdale Schools’ Olympic Games,  
which takes place at Sports City in Manchester on 5th July.  

In the run-up to the event, Olympic-themed competitions are  
being held in all subjects. 

Later in the year, students will also have the chance to win  
tickets to see the Games themselves in London.

Lisa Finc
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IN June, a group of 39  
students from Years 7, 8, 9  
and 10 travelled to London as 
part of a two-day CEPA visit, to 
see the West End hit drama, The 
Woman in Black, and to attend 
The Making of Harry Potter 
exhibition at Warner  
Bros. Studios. 

Students also toured the 
capital, attended the 4D Cinema 
Spectacular, and enjoyed a meal 
at the Rainforest Cafe. 

Simon DeCourcey
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Staff master Maths: Claire Conroy, Sue Wood, 
Diane Hepworth and Julie Gater.

Google doodles:  Henna Ali, Year 10, Shannan Hodgkinson, Year 9, 
Tyler Gregory, Year 8, Saira Ahmed, Year 7 and Aysha Makhmood, Year 9.
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Literacy is the key to success, both in life and in the 
classroom, which is why we give students the opportunity 
to develop their skills and communicate with confidence

Role model

One-to-one tuition

Excellence  
in English

THE English Faculty strives to encourage a 
love of reading and writing, while developing 
the skills needed to gain qualifications. 

With several teachers having GCSE 
experience of Examination Boards at National 
level, we feel equipped to deliver challenging 
and focused lessons that will encourage 
students to reach their full potential.

Katy Pautz

A magical wonderland 

THE English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a 
new performance measure for any student 
who achieves GCSE subjects at C grade or 
above in English, Mathematics, History or 
Geography, two Sciences and an Ancient 
or Modern Foreign Language.

The English Baccalaureate will be only 
one measure of a student’s performance, 
and Falinge Park High School will 
encourage students to have much wider 
ambitions. We will continue to offer 
subjects that inspire and motivate students 
to achieve their best, including vocational 
subjects where appropriate, which will sit 
alongside the English Baccalaureate.

Graham Boff

Motivated  
to succeed
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STUDENTS from Year 8 entered the Young Writers’ 
Express Yourself poetry competition.

As a result, 17 students from Falinge will have their 
winning entries published in a special anthology in August, 

which will be kept at the British Library, together with 
other entries from across the UK and abroad. 

Work was selected for publication based on perception, 
imagination, expression and creative use of language.

Michelle Uddin

Year 8  
express  

themselves

Scrabble 
casts  
a spell
THE English Faculty has purchased 

Scrabble boards for students to use during 

their library lessons. 
The game improves both spelling 

and vocabulary, and students also enjoy 

competing against each other.

Following the success of its first Scrabble 

tournament, the library is planning to host 

more in the near future. 
Stacy Murtagh

Making reading fun:  
Natasha Hodkinson, Jahid 
Hassan, Imaad Shabbir, 
Mohammed Sheju Islam, 
Mohammed Selim Ahmed  
and Maryham Nawaz, Year 7. Poetic licence: Shema Khan, Hakeem Khan, Arzoo Ayesha, 

Aneesah Khan, Moheeb Ikhlaq and Haseeb Sarfraz.   

Read
together
HELP to make reading fun for your 
child. Parents and carers should 
set aside time to read together 
regularly. Did you know that as 
little as ten minutes a day can help 
to improve your child’s reading 
skills? You can also help them to 
find books on subjects that are of 
interest to them.  

Elizabeth McLeavy

Accent
on literacy

THE Rapid Readers programme has been a 
resounding success.

Staff, and students who were taking their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, volunteered to attend training 
sessions in Guided Reading, after which they took part 
in one-to-one tuition and support with students from 
Year 7.

The aim of the sessions was to encourage reluctant 
readers to choose suitable books that will keep them 
interested, as well improving the progress of students 
across subjects that involve a lot of reading. 

Michelle Uddin

WE have recently appointed Mrs Sarah-Jane York as 
Director of Literacy at Falinge Park. 

Sarah-Jane has worked successfully in the authority 
for more than ten years, and will lead the development 
of literacy across the school. We wish her every 
success in her new role.  

Paula Jordan

ON World Book Day, Falinge Park library was decorated 
with giant chess pieces and playing cards as students 
took part in a wide range of Alice in Wonderland-themed 
activities.

Miss Murtagh, our librarian, dressed up as Alice 
and students took part in a book sale at lunchtime. A 
sponsored reading event also raised more than £300 for 
terminally ill children.

Michelle Uddin
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FORTY students from Year 8 visited the 
Merseyside Maritime Museum as part of their 
study commemorating the 100-year anniversary 
of the sinking of the Titanic. 

The students enjoyed looking at a range of 
historical artefacts as well as taking part in a 
dramatic performance based on the experiences 
of a Titanic survivor.

Maria Brown

Simon DeCourcey

Eco-School status
LAST October, students from Falinge Park 
embarked on a new challenge – to work together to 
gain Eco-School Bronze and Silver Award status. 

After conducting an environmental review in and 
around school, the group worked hard to achieve 
the Bronze Award in February. A wide range of 
activities have included writing a Recycling and 
Energy Policy for the school, planting bulbs, looking 

after tree saplings in the school grounds and taking 
part in conservation work in Healey Dell. As a 
result, the school has been awarded the Eco-Schools 
Silver Award. The group now hopes to achieve the 
prestigious Green Flag Award. 

If you would like to get involved, please contact 
Miss Zwarts or Mr Johnson at zwartsa@falingepark.
com and johnsonr@falingepark.com

KEY Stage 3 Science students took part in a design 
competition during Science and Engineering week. 

They were set the challenge of designing, 
developing and presenting an object to support or 
aid a Paralympic athlete in a sporting event of their 
choice. The design could be for an existing, or a 
new, event that the students had created. However, 
the design had to be innovative and original. 

The winning groups from Years 7 and 8 have 
been invited to take part in a day of workshop 
events at the Museum of Science and Industry.

Simon Ward

STUDENTS from Year 7 worked with 
five artists from Cartwheel Arts on a 
project entitled ‘New Ghosts’. This 
involved working with the artists over 
a period of six weeks to create books 
based on ghost stories.

Meanwhile, the Year 6 Drama 
Summer School in July, which is 
based on ‘Seaside Showtime’, will 
feature visits to Blackpool Zoo and  
the Museum of Central Lancashire.  

Arts in brief

ON 31st May, 39 students from Years 7 to 10 set off on a five-night adventure to Paris. 
On the first day, we explored the Sacré Coeur and wandered around Montmartre practising our French to buy 

ice creams and souvenirs. We then went to the top of the second highest building in Paris, Tour Montparnasse, to 
look at the amazing views. We finished the day with a visit to the Louvre and a meal at the Hard Rock Cafe. 

During the rest of our stay, we combined work and play during visits to the Science Museum and Parc Asterix. 
Michelle Uddin

Parisian adventure

GCSE Geography students  
in Year 10 visited Bury 
Rock’s new shopping  
and living development  
as part of their  
controlled assessment. 

The visit gave students  
an excellent insight into 
modern urban living. 

Gaynor Brookes

Insight 
into  
urban 
living

‘Titanic’ centenary

IN conjunction with Carillion, who are 
building our new school, a class of Year 
9 students visited Sharston Recycling 
Plant as part of their Citizenship 
controlled assessment. 

Carillion’s school liaison team have 
been working with us to encourage the 
students to set up projects to increase 
the amount of recycling within the 
school and surrounding environment.

Sarah Keaveny

Reuse, reduce, recycleEaster 
pilgrimage
RE students also visited London during the 
Easter holidays, where they attended an 
exhibition at the British Museum on the 
Hajj: Journey to the Heart of Islam. The hajj 
is the Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca, which all 
Muslims are expected to make at least once 
during their lifetime.

The second part of the day included a visit 
to Westminster Cathedral to compare the 
teachings of Islam with the teachings of 
Christianity, followed by a coach tour of the 
capital’s major attractions.

Emily Clarke

Innovative 
designs
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CARA McGlinchey, who has been a student at Falinge Park 
High School for nearly five years, has always been extremely 
passionate about the Performing Arts. She acts, dances and  
sings and has always given 100 per cent commitment to any 
artistic events.

We are delighted, therefore, that Cara will continue her 
education at Chetham’s School of Music in September. Voice will 
be her first area of study and piano will be her second. Cara heard 
about the school while singing with the Manchester Cathedral 
Choir, with whom she has been a member for six years. 

Muriel Gott

Cara graduates 
to Chetham’s

Mehran’s a knockout!
STUDENT Mehran Khan has received an award from Hamer Boxing Club 
and Community Fitness Centre.

The award celebrates Mehran’s dedication to the sport, and his adoption 
of a healthy contact and non-contact training routine.

Year 7 
reap their 
reward

Most Improved Student

ARE you in Year 7 studying 
French or Spanish? Have you 
got almost perfect attendance? 
Do you always behave well in 
your language lessons?

The reward for those 
students who answered ‘yes’ 
to the above questions was 
the opportunity to watch an 
entertaining French play in 
school, free of charge.  
    
         Louise Turner

CRYSTAL Campbell was nominated by a panel of 
senior staff representing the school to receive the 
‘Most Improved Student Award’ for 2012. This award 
was given to the school by the Rochdale Rotarians, 
and only one prize is allocated each year. 

Crystal has been awarded the prize as a 
reflection of her improvement in her confidence as 
a learner, with particular reference to her improved 
skills and achievement in Maths.

Theresa Crossland


