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Opening doors, unlocking potential
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THE STARS
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Musical remix

Our reputation
continues to grow
Welcome to the summer edition of Footlights.
In the following pages we wanted to give you the opportunity to see
how we are unlocking potential through fantastic programmes such as
REACH, and how we are celebrating the individuality of our children.
We’ve had another busy term, but continue to go from strength to
strength. We are oversubscribed for next year, and I am pleased that
our reputation continues to grow.
We are due an Ofsted visit in the autumn term, and I am
positive the inspectors will recognise that we are creating a
compelling learning experience here at Falinge Park High School.
Meanwhile I hope you all enjoy the summer break.
			

ON 27th April, the Music
department presented
its annual show,
‘Remix – Anything But
Ordinary’, which was
created and managed
by the Year 10 BTEC
Music students as
part of their core unit
assessment.
As well as taking
on the roles of stage
manager, roadies,
artist managers,
promoters and
performers, they
auditioned musicians
from across all year
groups.
The show
featured a variety of
musical styles by
both experienced
musicians and
those for whom
it was their first
public performance,
prompting one
parent to say, “you should all be very proud”.
Some of the students involved in the show are also working on
forthcoming albums and a charity single, ‘Children of Syria’, which will be
released in the next few months.

Dance piece
is light years
ahead
A TOTAL of 14 young people from FPHS
(ten Dance and four Science students) are
currently working with scientists and a leading
choreographer from Manchester Metropolitan
University and Dance Manchester, respectively.
As well as working through key motifs, the
students are learning about the sun and the stars
in order to inform their dance piece, entitled
‘Stellarium’.
With two other high schools from Greater
Manchester, Derby High and Wright Robinson, we
will be showcasing this collaborative work on 3rd,
6th and 10th July at the Museum of Science and
Industry (MOSI) and The Lowry.
Jennifer Wystawnoha

Budding banker
means business
YEAR 10 Business student Radhiya Jabed, who entered a national
competition, has won a prestigious work experience placement with one
of the world’s leading banks.
Adrian Penn

Emma Williams

Janice Allen, Headteacher

Our very own Master Chef
I LOVE to cook! It’s one of those things that just comes naturally to me.
Cooking is my passion, which makes me, and those who try my food, happy.
I was really excited, therefore, when I was given the opportunity to
represent Falinge Park High School in the Master Chef Challenge, when
I chose to cook chicken patties as a starter and chicken Manchurian with
Chinese rice as my main course. I had never cooked either before, and
I was really nervous. So you can imagine how ecstatic I was when the
judges announced my name as the winner.
I would like to thank Mr Fachinello and Ms Fitton for having faith in
me. It’s an experience I will never, ever forget.
Faiza Qureshi

Baked to perfection
I STARTED baking when I was seven. The first thing I
baked was banana bread, but since then I have made
a wide range of different items.
I’ve also competed in a ‘Bake Off’ competition with
three adults, and won, and I’ve had the good fortune
to meet Nadia from The Great British Bake Off.
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Amaan Khan

The
buzz on
spelling
IN March, three of our Year 7 students visited
Manchester University to take part in the Foreign
Spelling Bee Regional Competition, along with students
from other Lancashire schools.
Nafisa Chowdhury and Farah Khan, who were
competing in Spanish, and Zakir Ahmed in French, were
called one by one on to the main stage. They had one
minute to translate a list of words from English into
either Spanish or French, and spell them correctly.
Although they did not go through to the final round,
they all feel it helped them to expand their language
learning and improve their memory skills.
David Hollows
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At Falinge Park High School, we aim to unlock potential and encourage each and every one of our
students to strive further within a compelling learning environment. The sky really is the limit!

REACH for the stars

Students speak out
THE REACH project is a student-led initiative in
which students have to produce and deliver a
presentation on a topic that interests them. The
opportunity to speak out is, of course, one of
several fundamental British Values.
The aim is to allow students to build confidence
in speaking and formal oracy, to encourage
them to take risks when learning and to develop
themselves both socially and academically.
From an early stage the project has encouraged
collaboration, with all students in Years 7, 8 and 9
pairing with an older student in their tutor group,
who acts as a mentor.
At this stage, all the students have delivered
their presentations to their tutor groups. While
some have found this a real challenge, for many
it has led to a profound sense of achievement,
and has resulted in some first-class and thoughtprovoking pieces of work. These have ranged from
a poem on women’s rights to a presentation on
video game production.

Of the 700 students who took part in the
REACH programme, five have been recognised
as community champions. These champions will
showcase their work as part of an after-school
exhibition on Thursday 23rd June.
Log on to the school website to find out who is
our overall Falinge REACH champion.
Gillian Skerrow and Laura Thomson

Identity
matters
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SIXTEEN Year 9 students recently undertook a
project entitled ‘Speaking for Ourselves’, in which
they explored notions of identity and British
Values for young people in the United
Kingdom today.
The project lasted for five sessions and
involved working with two other schools,
Abraham Moss Secondary School and Saint
Ambrose Barlow RC School.
At the end of the project, they received
further training to become Value Champions for
the school. They were joined by 15 students in
Year 8 and 15 students from Year 10 who were
nominated through our ‘Identity bag’ activity in
tutor time.
The Value Champions have become experts on
the topic of British Values, and have subsequently
provided training to students at Kingsway Park
School and Hulme Grammar School.
Simon DeCourcey

Cultural exchange
OUR Values Champions from Years 8, 9 and 10
are in the process of working with staff across all
departments in preparation for a special British
Values Day in the autumn term.
The students have attended Faculty meetings,

and have offered their thoughts and opinions
on relevant activities. They are also preparing a
presentation for families, governors and staff about
the work they have undertaken, and this will end
with a short debate about British Values today.
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Badge of honour

‘Proud to be part of the Falinge family’
FOOTLIGHTS talked to five students in Year 11 as they prepare to leave Falinge Park High School
and embark on the next stage of their learning journey.
FPHS has truly met its aim of
opening doors and unlocking
potential. I had the pleasure of
meeting some great teachers who
have supported me throughout my
time at school. There have been
many unforgettable experiences, and
I would recommend it to everyone.
I have grown up as part of the FPHS
family over the past five years, and
it’s made me who I am today.
Saida Hadriz
I’m a great music enthusiast, and I’ve
learnt so much by taking part in the
school’s shows. I took part in the Rochdale
Music Festival in Year 10, and received an
award for playing the guitar. The past five
years at FPHS have made me stronger,
more confident as a person, and taught
me valuable skills that I will take with me
to college, university and my future career
– hopefully in the music industry!
Gina Judge

WE launched our new 100% attendance badges this year.
Students who have 100% attendance in any one term receive a
a
bronze badge, a silver badge for two terms and a gold badge for
third term. We have recently awarded our silver 100% badges.
Rivalry is actively encouraged, and we also reward groups
of students for their good attendance. As such, an inter-form
g
competition is held every four weeks, and the highest attendin
nona
as
such
treats
include
These
prizes.
of
form receives a variety
uniform day and early dinner pass.

Five years at FPHS has been an
adventure. I wouldn’t be the person
I am today without the help and
guidance of my teachers. The two
main teachers who have guided
me to success are Mrs Barrett,
my mentor, and Miss Younge, my
form tutor. I have some fabulous
memories, and I’m proud to be part
of the Falinge family.
Tabitha Rusden
As an English non-speaker,
FPHS has opened many
doors for me. Because of
that I was able to achieve
more than my predicted
grades. My confidence has
grown and I am now able
to interact with different
people. My best experience
was meeting professional
and caring teachers.
Diana Mata

Kate Barnes

During my time at FPHS, I have
learnt that the key to success
depends on how much you want
something. Although there have
been setbacks, I have pulled
through because of the support of
my teachers. One rule I live by is
that if the people around you don’t
change, then change the people
who are around you. It has helped
me to achieve throughout my high
school life.
Ben Oakley

Strategic
lear ning

Distinctive design
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THE EAL team at Falinge Park High School are piloting
a reading project that helps students to access more
challenging texts used in the curriculum by using specific
reading strategies.
Year 10 Science student Mina Akhtar said: “Small group
work helps if you are not sure
about something. We work
together to resolve
any problems.”
Vladi Jalo, also in Year
10, said: “Talking about the
carbon cycle with Mr Aya, and
using a flow chart, helped me
remember what I learnt.”
Anita Jaffa-Brown

We work
together to
solve any
problems.
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Falinge Park High School, Falinge Road, Rochdale OL12 6LD
Tel: 01706 631246. Fax: 01706 644925.
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How to
live like a
caveman

PRIMARY school students from Shawclough,
Bamford and Heybrook were recently invited to
a Caveman Camp at Falinge Park High School.
Workshops included cooking, making head dresses,
cave painting and jewellery-making.
The day was led by Pete Cloran, and finished with
a camp out at FPHS, complete with storytelling,
drumming, shelter building and team games.
Jenny Wystawnoha
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