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16
th

 February 2017 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

Important News Regarding School Closure – Summer 2017 

 

You may be aware that Falinge Park High School has been approached by the Local 

Authority to take in additional pupils from September 2017.  Over the next five years 

our intake will increase by 30 pupils in each year.  The school is currently not built for 

1350 pupils and requires additional classrooms and changes to the infrastructure.  

The Local Authority has provided funds for this and the school is contributing to the 

building programme.  This means: 

 

 An extension to the MFL building comprising of classrooms and a specialist 

Key Stage 4 Art Room. 

 Changes to the Science laboratories in school to split the ‘super lab’ and 

convert another classroom into a lab.  This will increase the number of labs in 

school from 4 to 6 and mean that pupils no longer have to have classes in the 

‘hub space’. 

 An extension to the kitchen in the dining room which will add a further serving 

hatch to reduce queues.  There will be an additional serving point via a newly 

created dining room. 

 

To manage these changes the school will close to pupils on Wednesday 19
th

 July at 

1pm and re-open on Monday 11
th

 September.  This is an additional 5 non-pupil days 

to allow for the building work to be completed.  I apologise for any inconvenience 

whilst this takes place. 

 

Creative Partnerships Work 

 

We have been enjoying a busy and productive series of sessions as part of our 

developing Creative Partnerships network this term and both staff and students have 

been experiencing exciting project work with professionals across Greater 

Manchester and beyond. Below you can get a flavour of just some of the current 

projects that are being delivered to our students inside and outside school… 

‘Tinkology’ Sessions 

 

A small group of students from across Years 8 and 9 have been enjoying a series of 

sessions after school every Tuesday from 3.00pm until 4.00pm in C4 as they explore 

the creative potential of the BBC ‘Micro: bit’ hardware and software.  Students have 

been given the chance to take electronic kit home to try out new ways to programme 

the software and discover the various different ways it can be used. To date, the 
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‘Micro: bit’ gear has been used for sending text messages and as an electronic 

compass. These sessions have been led by Ms Woodhead, Mr Jundi and Mr Ahmed. 

Year 7 Digital Designer in Residence with Macclesfield Silk Museum 

 

Ms. Rogerson has been busy planning sessions with a resident digital designer as we 

develop our working relationship with Macclesfield Silk Museum. A class of Year 7 

students paid a visit to the venue, took photographs and worked with the museum 

representatives and our artist to create a series of prints and to generate ideas for a 

forthcoming piece of textile art. The final piece will be showcased shortly after the 

end of Spring term. 

Year 8 Digital Designer in Residence with the Canals Trust 

 

Ms. Brookes took a group of Year 8 students to Rochdale Canal where they 

experienced dredging alongside experts from Oldham and Rochdale Canals Trust and 

an artist in residence. The found items formed the stimulus for a series of pastel 

works and will lead to a striking re-appropriated piece of 3D art which will be 

completed at the end of the Spring term. The project aims to encourage learners to 

explore the ways in which creative collaboration can develop field study skills for 

Geography. 

A London Visit to RIBA and the National Science Museum 

 

In January, Mr Cloran led a visit to the Royal Institute of British Architects (R.I.B.A.) in 

London where Year 10 and 11 learners encountered a series of workshops about the 

design of urban spaces and the fundamental concepts of contemporary architecture. 

Students spent time asking specialists about career routes and skill development 

opportunities and the group were able to pay a visit to the celebrated National 

Science Museum too. A busy and informative day was enjoyed by all. 

‘The Recall’ Poetry Anthology Project 

 

Mr De Courcey is working with specialists across four schools to develop an initiative 

to promote memory skills and poetry responses for Year 9 and 10 students as they 

first approach the AQA Poetry Anthology. To date the sessions have featured work 

with Louise Wallwein, the regionally celebrated poet and Jim Medway, the 

Manchester based graphic novelist. Over a series of four sessions, students will gain 

insight into poetic forms and techniques and develop a deeper appreciation of the 

challenging poetic texts. The next session is held at Falinge shortly after half term. 

This work is being undertaken with St. Ambrose Barlow RC College in Swinton, 

Abraham Moss Community School in Manchester and The Derby High School in 

Bury. This will form part of a two year initiative that will lead to the formation of 

Poetry Anthology student leaders in our school ready to teach their peers next year. 
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The Royal Society of the Arts (R.S.A.) Award Project 

 

Mr Mvula is busy working with his Year 10 Drama group in preparation for a 

performance centred on resolving conflict. This is being delivered in conjunction with 

specialists from the Royal Society of the Arts and will lead to a showcase in early 

Summer. The first launch session for this project commences straight after half term 

and will continue through lessons.  

The Royal Exchange Heritage Project with ‘Friends of Falinge’ 

 

A small number of Year 10 and 11 students have attended sessions at Vintage Works 

in Falinge Park after school each Thursday as part of the local heritage project which 

continues through the year. Students are busy developing ideas for a short film about 

the area and are currently in the process of beginning filming. This will culminate in a 

showcase at various venues at the end of the academic year. 

Britvic and Tango ‘I Am Creative’ Project 

 

Mr Lawlor has been initiating a high profile project with the drinks manufacturer, 

Britvic, alongside students in I.T. classes. The international company brought 

representatives into school to gather ideas from our students and to set a challenge 

regarding a marketing brief for the soft drink, ‘Tango’. A series of sessions and a 

special workshop led by the ‘Talk the Talk’ company about formal presentation and 

public speaking have prepared students for a formal sharing at a showcase event at 

the end of this term. We are hoping that our students will be able to share their 

creative ideas at the next level soon. 

‘The Ladder Scheme’ and International Women’s Day 2017 

 

Students from Years 9, 10 and 11 will be giving up two days of their half term 

holidays to attend a series of special sessions to be held at ‘The Shed’ at Manchester 

Metropolitan University. The sessions will focus on the roles of women in the 

Creative Digital and Media Industries and will feature a series of presentations by 

high-profile individuals within the industry. It is hoped that the learners will be able to 

share their experiences with their peers upon their return to school after half term. 

‘Rochdale Town Hall Development Bid’ Initiative 

 

Staff and students have been working closely with council representatives to engage 

in the development of Rochdale Town Hall as part of a proposed five year 

development plan. Students and staff have shared their ideas and visions on camera 

as a film crew came into school to gather ideas and find creative ways to engage the 

local community further with the initiative. We look forward to developing further 

links with Town Hall staff and the Rochdale Music Service over the coming months 

and even years.  
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Arts Award ‘Discover In A Day’ and Partnership work with Spotland Primary School 

 

Mr De Courcey paid a visit to Spotland Primary on the 9th of February as the school 

showcased their ‘Art Attack!’ work through the use of a drone flying across the 

playground. Planning is now underway to offer students from the school the chance 

to achieve their Arts Award Discover qualification from an intensive music session 

later this year. Mr Mvula and Ms Williams are now in the planning stages of a very 

exciting opportunity for primary learners to each receive a very special certificate for 

great Arts work. 

‘Oldham Coliseum’ Partnership Status 

 

We are delighted to enjoy partnership school status with the renowned Oldham 

Coliseum Theatre and as a result, specialists from the professional theatre company 

are to work with Key Stage 3 and 4 learners on a series of specialist Drama 

workshops. The sessions will take place in late Spring and Summer term and our 

students have been given the opportunity to perform at the theatre later this year. We 

are looking forward to the final show! 

Global Earthworks Project 

 

Learners across a number of primary schools have been visiting us in school this 

term as part of our preparations for the large scale ‘Global Earthworks’ Project that 

will showcase at the Manchester People’s History Museum on the 2nd of July this 

year. Sessions to date have included Prehistoric Instrument Making, Debating, 

Prehistoric Art, Viking Rune Art, Contemporary Dance and Coracle Model Making 

Sessions. The project has also included a special ‘Aboriginal Ngurru’ Camp which to 

date has had two workshops led by Mr Cloran and which will lead to an overnight 

residential trip at school. For more details, visit our website and the special ‘Global 

Earthworks’ website at https://earthworksglobal.falingepark.com/  

Upcoming Dates for your Diary 

 

DATE EVENT 

Friday 17
th

 February School closes for half-term 

Monday 27
th

 February School re-opens 

27
th

 February – 3
rd

 March Safeguarding Week 

Thursday 9
th

 March Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 23
rd

 March Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 29
th

 March Music Show 

Friday 31
st

 March School closes for Easter holidays 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Miss J Allen 

Headteacher 

https://earthworksglobal.falingepark.com/

