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th

 March 2017 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

As we approach the Easter holidays I would like to share with you some of our achievements 

this term and our plans for the summer term. 

 

Archbishop of York Award 

 

Miss Clark, Head of RE, has been working for 12 months on an accredited course for pupils 

with the mission to ‘Be the change you want to see’.  On Monday 23
rd

 March the pupils were 

presented with the certificates and badges in front of parents.  The award is led by the 

Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu and encourages pupils to undertake small acts of 

kindness so that this has a ripple effect on others.  It was a wonderful event and our visitors 

who presented the award commented on the ‘family’ atmosphere in the school.  Our second 

cohort have begun their engagement with the course. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

 

On Wednesday 25
th

 March I attended the presentation of the Duke of Edinburgh Award at the 

Gracie Fields Theatre along with the many members of staff who continue to give up their 

time to help children achieve this.  The presentation saw over 20 Year 11 pupils receive their 

Bronze award from the Mayor of Rochdale.  I would like to thank you for your continued 

support in making this a reality.  It takes time from you to help your children find 

volunteering opportunities and a real commitment from the pupils to succeed.  

 

Pupil Leadership Programme 

 

Mr Miah and Mrs Pottinger took a group of pupils to Kingswood Activity Centre in February 

to develop their leadership skills.  The pupils applied to be part of the programme and 

undertook a rigorous application process.  They have now devised a series of events where 

they will lead pupil activities in the summer term.  We are looking to provide formal 

accreditation for these pupils from a national body.  Watch this space! 

 

My FPHS 

 

This unique curriculum programme has seen pupils undertake a series of challenges in 

school over this half term within lessons and as part of their independent learning.  We have 

organised a series of trips to complement the programme.  Year 8 will be visiting 

Hollingworth Lake as part of our Geography curriculum and we have organised a residential 

to Lancaster for Year 7 in July as part of the History curriculum. 

 

North West Creative Consortium 

 

I wrote in my last letter about the opportunities our pupils have had to work with industry 

professionals.  The impact of their work is far reaching and pupils have undertaken a series of 

visits and worked with professionals, including executives from Britvic as part of the ‘I am 

Creative’ brief.  Our website shows just some of the events that have taken place.  I 

encourage you to look – we really are opening doors for pupils in all year groups. 
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Summer Tops 

 

As you know I have high standards and expectations with regards to uniform.  However, I am 

realistic in terms of financial situations which is why we are unusual in allowing black 

trainers.  We don’t allow canvas pumps or trainers which are not completely black.  I ask you 

to work alongside us on this so that we are not in a position where pupils are asked to 

change.  Similarly, black jeans are not allowed and your child will be asked to go home, 

change and return. 

 

We do listen to parents and pupils though and we recognised that the heat in the building 

can be oppressive in the summer months.  We do provide a summer shirt which can be worn 

without a blazer between May and July.  All other shirts have to be worn with a blazer. 

 

A pupil in Year 10 presented an alternative idea which we have developed to complement our 

uniform.  We have designed a polo shirt which can be purchased from our suppliers from 

May.  This polo shirt is looser, easier to wash and more comfortable than wearing a shirt.  I 

will write to you again after Easter informing you of the price and design.  It shows that when 

pupils present ideas in a thoughtful and considered manner, we do listen and act upon them. 

 

Change of Tutor Time 

 

We have changed the timing of tutor time to the start of the school day and will implement 

this from Wednesday 19
th

 April.  It makes no difference to other timings such as break, dinner 

and end of the day.  Staff overwhelmingly feel a change will help them to support pupils in 

their tutor group in a more effective manner.  Pupils have to be in the school gates for 8.25am 

and will be marked late if they arrive after this. 

 

Year 8 Options - Change 

 

Until this year pupils have picked their options in Year 8 as opposed to Year 9 which most 

other schools do. This year, we are implementing a focussed curriculum in Year 9.  Pupils will 

focus on the subject they prefer in certain areas – for example, if they prefer Geography they 

will have extra periods of Geography and fewer periods of History.  In some areas it means 

they will pick linked subjects i.e. Art/Drama or Music/Dance.  This means that they will not 

limit their choices by picking a GCSE subject too early.  We believe that we need to provide a 

broad, balanced curriculum and 12/13 years old is too early to narrow their options or begin 

their GCSEs.  Mr Fell, Deputy Headteacher, will be writing to parents about this in the 

summer term. 

 

New Build 

 

We are full with 270 pupils in the new Year 7 and full in all year groups with a waiting list.  

This shows the popularity of the school, high quality of teaching and excellent exam results.  

To accommodate the additional building work that is taking place, may I remind you that we 

finish early this summer on Wednesday 19
th

 July and return on Monday 11
th

 September.  

Staff will be in school up to Friday 21
st

 July and from Monday 4
th

 September. 
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Holidays during Term Time 

 

I am unable to authorise holidays during term time and would like to remind you of the 

negative impact this has on your child’s education.  There is a direct correlation between 

pupils’ attendance and their examination achievement.  I understand there may be times you 

may need to take children out but I will not authorise these. 

 

And finally ……. 

 

I am incredibly proud to be the Head at Falinge and I hope we can continue to work together 

to make this the best school in Rochdale and the North West.  It certainly feels like the best 

and we are proud that our curriculum is fully staffed with subject specialists and that pupils 

are gaining from continuous improvements. 

 

Upcoming Dates for your Diary 

 

DATE EVENT 

Friday 31
st

 March  School closes for Easter holidays (2.45pm) 

Wednesday 19
th

 April School re-opens (8.25am) 

Wednesday 19
th

 April Year 9 Parents’ Evening (3.15pm – 6.30pm) 

Monday 1
st

 May Bank Holiday 

Monday 8
th

 May Curriculum Information Evening – Year 8 

Thursday 18
th

 May Year 7 Parents’ Evening (3.15pm – 6.30pm) 

Wednesday 24
th

 May Dance Show 

Friday 26
th

 May School closes for half-term 

Monday 5
th

 June School re-opens 

Thursday 22
nd

 June Furi Show 

Wednesday 19
th

 July School closes for Summer holidays 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Miss J Allen 

Headteacher 


