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5
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Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

I would like to apologise for not writing to you sooner this term.  It has been a long term 

and we have been focusing on improving teaching and learning and ensuring we deliver a 

compelling learning experience.  Whilst this is not an excuse for not writing, I hope you 

will allow me a small ‘pass’ for not writing to you as regularly as I normally do. 

 

It has been a long term but a successful one.  We reintroduced work experience for our 

Year 11 in October through detailed discussion with pupils.  It was an incredible success 

and I was very pleased with the way our pupils managed themselves.   

 

Whilst the knowledge and skills of our subjects are important in providing a solid 

academic background, the habits pupils need to acquire to succeed beyond 16 are equally 

as important and we do invest in developing these habits of learning across the school.  

Our work experience and our network evening in October demonstrated how effectively 

we are doing this.  

  

A highlight for the term for me was the Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 Awards Evenings in 

November.  We held these in our Heart Space for the first time and it was a privilege to be 

part of this and to recognise the excellent work of our pupils.  I am a strong believer in 

celebrating the success of pupils and we have introduced celebration assemblies every 

half term and our new My FPHS compelling learning log which we are encouraging pupils 

to complete.   

 

I am proud that pupils feel their voices are listened to and that they are treated fairly and 

equally.  Our work experience was initiated by one pupil who put forward a proposal.  This 

can also be seen in the way pupils seek to raise money for charity.  One group of pupils in 

Year 10 have asked for a non-uniform day. They intend to raise money to buy hats and 

gloves to hand out to homeless people in Rochdale.  I am always encouraged by the 

kindness and generosity demonstrated by our pupils and this is another example I hope 

you will be able to support. 

 

Uniform 

 

May I remind you of our uniform policy which I believe is fair and reasonable and is 

designed to be cost effective for parents.   Whilst I allow black trainers they have to be all 

black without reflective markings.  We don’t allow winter boots which come up beyond the 

ankle.  We don’t allow more than one straight parting line in the hair.  We don’t allow 

unnatural hair colours.  It seems a shame that despite our reasonable policy we have had a 

handful of pupils who have not worked with us on this. 

 

Continued overleaf …. 

 



Marking and Feedback 

 

We have developed a new curriculum across school which is challenging and strives for 

excellence.  I am very proud of the work the staff have undertaken on this.  Our feedback 

policy does not expect staff to mark every piece of work only key pieces of work.  This 

does not mean staff aren’t looking at the books - more that the feedback to pupils is instant 

and gives steps to improve.  I intend to hold a parent drop-in day in January so that 

parents/guardians can come in and speak to me if there are any areas they wish to address 

about the curriculum, teaching and learning and feedback. 

 

Falinge Road 

 

As you know the traffic on Falinge Road is problematic.  It is exacerbated at times by 

pupils being dropped off and turning back on the road.  Unfortunately my staff and I are 

coming under increasing levels of abuse by drivers who are stationary about what they 

see as poor driving by parents/guardians.  I am concerned by some of the aggression we 

are suffering and have reported this to the police and Highways when it occurs but I am 

asking that you help me and my staff by dropping pupils off at a reasonable distance from 

school.  The traffic is very bad in Rochdale and unfortunately we are often subject to the 

frustrations. 

 

On a positive note 

 

We are coming to our Christmas festivities.  I attach a list of all our activities and events 

over the next couple of weeks alongside some key dates for next term. 

 

DATE EVENT 

Friday 8
th

 December  Non-Uniform Day 

Wednesday 13
th

 December School Choir perform at Bridgewater Hall with 

Manchester Inspirational Voices 

Friday 15
th

 December School Christmas Dinner 

Tuesday 19
th

 December Festive Treat 3.30pm – 5.00pm 

Wednesday 20
th

 December School closes at 12:15pm 

Thursday 4
th

 January 2018 School opens - normal time 

 

I hope you have a very Merry Christmas and wish you all the best for the New Year. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Miss J Allen 

Headteacher 

 

 

  


