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MORE than 70 pupils took part 
in our annual pantomime, Dick 
Whittington and the Temple of 
Gloom, in November and early 
December.

The cast and crew rehearsed 
and staged a highly comical and 
original performance involving a 
substantial amount of audience 
participation, as well as a great 
deal of slapstick.

The story revolved around the 
famous, eponymous hero, who 
takes a detour from his journey 

to London to arrive in the 
jungles of Peru with two intrepid 
female explorers, Lady Agnes 
Whimberry Poncemby Smythe 
and Lady Gladys Whimberry 
Poncemby Smythe.

A series of madcap adventures 
follows, involving a tribe of 
vegetarian cannibals, a group of 
lost teachers and a beleaguered 
film crew.

The audience feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive.

Simon DeCourcey

Pantomime 
plays for laughs

TWENTY FPHS Choir members enjoyed a celebrity-filled, high-
profile performance at the wonderful ‘Joy!’ concert at Bridgewater 
Hall in December, performing alongside the Manchester 
Inspirational Voices Choir, the Manchester poet Tony Walsh, 
television’s Judge Rinder and the entire BBC Breakfast team.

Pupils took the film crews, intense rehearsal and a virtually 
packed auditorium in their stride, to deliver a truly magical and 
inspiring performance.

Congratulations to everyone who was involved in such an 
amazing day and evening of entertainment, following a busy 
schedule of rehearsals throughout November and December.

Thank you also to Manchester Inspirational Voices Choir who 
made us feel so welcome throughout the production process.

Simon DeCourcey

Choristers strike 
the right chord

A  
Festive 
Treat

FAMILIES and young people celebrated 
our annual ‘Festive Treat’ event with a 
variety of music and entertainment.

In its third year, the informal, social 
occasion involved pupils performing 
songs and musical numbers, alongside 
a family quiz.

Food was served courtesy of our 
Food Technology pupils and everyone 

was very impressed by the high level  
of hospitality.

Altogether, it proved to be a warm 
and welcoming end to a highly positive 
and successful term.

Simon DeCourcey

WELCOME to our spring edition of Footlights.
In this issue, I want to highlight the many 

charitable events that take place at Falinge, many 
of them driven by the pupils themselves. Indeed, 
it never ceases to surprise me how many ideas 
pupils have for raising money for charity and their 
kindness and dedication in achieving this. 

Pupils here know their voices are listened  
to and it demonstrates to me that we are 
achieving our goal of encouraging pupils to be 
confident and recognising that they are part of  
a wider community.

I’m very proud of our pupils and I hope you will 
see in this issue just some of the reasons why.

Janice Allen, Headteacher

Pride in 
our pupils
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AS part of our Harvest celebrations the 

whole school recently contributed towards 

the Rochdale Foodbank in order to help 

those in need.
Pupils from the Archbishop of York Young 

Leaders Award organised an assembly, raised 

awareness and promoted the foodbank 

challenge within their community group and 

the whole school community.

Encouraged to take part, pupils 

contributed as much as they could, which 

 

amounted to nearly 470kg in weight! “This 

was a fantastic boost to our stocks in what is 

expected to be a busy run-up to Christmas,” 

said Wendy Fell, schools co-ordinator at 

Rochdale Foodbank.

The Archbishop of York Young Leaders 

Award pupils would like to thank pupils, 

teachers and their families who played an 

important role in this challenge, and without 

whom we would have been unable able to 

raise such a substantial amount.

Aminah Tehseen and Yasmin Akhtar, C9

Harvesting food 
for those in need

Helping the 
homeless

All too aware that there are many people in our community 
who are less fortunate than we are, pupils at FPHS decided 
it was time to give something back

It’s good to give!

PUPILS Connor Eaton and Logan 

Smith were keen to raise the issue of 

homelessness after seeing homeless people 

in Rochdale and witnessing the impact it 

has on their lives. Homelessness is a major 

concern and there are a variety of reasons 

why people become homeless. These 

include job loss, bereavement, leaving care, 

falling out with parents and more.

Knowing that we would be enjoying the 

festive season with our loved ones inspired 

them to raise funds by organising a non-

uniform day so that homeless people could 

also enjoy a warm and sheltered Christmas.

We raised nearly £1,000 for the Salvation 

Army and Sanctuary Trust which helped to 

purchase a total of 100 hats, 100 gloves, 100 

thermal socks, 51 large thermal blankets, 

100 shower gels, 150 roll-on deodorants and 

52 shower gels.
Afreen Ahmmed
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Spotlight on a 
wartime enigma

IN September, a group of Year 11 pupils 
successfully completed the qualifying 
expedition for the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award. It was an opportunity to put into 
practice all the skills they had developed 
throughout the year. These included working 
together in small groups, using their navigation 
and communication skills to walk across 
the countryside in Clitheroe following the 
Countryside Code and spending the night 
camping at Waddow Hall.

In the skills section of the Award, some 
pupils learnt to play musical instruments or 
how to cook, while others practised martial 
arts. In the physical section, there were 
opportunities to attend classes at the local 

leisure centre or to become a member of the 
school’s football and netball teams. The service 
section also gave some pupils the chance to 
help teachers run clubs in school.

Michele Kowalski and Anna Woodhead

Activities teach skills for life

PRIOR to the recent visit to Bletchley 
Park in Buckinghamshire, pupils took 
part in a variety of exciting, code-
breaking activities.

During a visit to FPHS, Natasha 
from Bletchley talked to pupils about 
the work the Park did during the 
war and what it is doing today. They 
learnt how the Enigma machine, used 
by the Germans during the Second 
World War, ciphers and deciphers 
text. They also witnessed the 
capabilities of this remarkable piece 
of German engineering at first hand 
and were able to conduct 
 

code-breaking activities using a 
virtual Enigma machine (available for 
download on iOS and Android).

On the day, pupils toured the 
mansion at Bletchley Park as well 
as the huts where employees 
intercepted coded messages. In 
addition, they saw the world-famous 
‘Bombe’ machine developed by Alan 
Turing which he devised to break the 
Enigma codes.

Representatives from Bletchley 
Park continue to work with our 
pupils and other local schools on 
collaborative, code-breaking activities.

Eamonn Jundi

Insight into 
the world 
of work

DURING the spring term of 2017, Year 8 pupil 
Isabelle Broadhurst wrote a letter to Miss 
Allen requesting permission to complete 
a one-week work experience placement at 
Wendy Lane Vets. Impressively, she had 
made all the arrangements herself. Miss 
Allen agreed, and Isabelle enjoyed a week 
observing the roles and responsibilities of 
the vet and the assistants who work there. 
She also learnt about health and safety 
procedures, assisted with appointments –  
and received an excellent report at the end of 
the week.

Then, in October, our current Year 11 
pupils were given the opportunity to attend 
work experience for a two-week period. 
The employment places offered were wide-
ranging, and included dental surgeries, leisure 
centres and garages. Afterwards, a number of 
employers contacted the school to tell us how 
impressed they were with our pupils, and 
what a credit they had been to the school.

Michelle Munch

DURING a fascinating day at Jaguar Land 
Rover, 12 FPHS pupils were given the 
opportunity to witness how a roll of metal 
can be transformed into a complex vehicle, 
capable of tackling challenging terrains.

As well as gaining an introduction into 

the world of business, they acquired an 
in-depth insight into the workings of 
the shop floor, including state-of-the-art 
robotic technology. They were also able to 
meet and engage with employees.

Everyone agreed it had been an 

inspirational experience that, hopefully,  
will encourage some of our pupils to 
become engineers of the future, designing 
and developing technology to drive 
through change.

Mohammed Abdulaleem

Engineering the future
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The winners at Key Stage 3 were:
Headteacher’s Award   Callum Docherty, Year 9 

Pupil Leader of the Year   Tayyab Shahid, Year 9 

Sportsman of the Year   Syed Shahraf Ali, Year 10

Sportswoman of the Year   Kelly Hancock, Year 10 

Contribution to the Arts   Macey Kilshaw, Year 10 

Key Stage 3 Excellent Attitude to Learning Liaba Ali, Year 10 

100% Attendance Throughout Key Stage 3 Emma Flemming, Year 10 
     Alexander Ross, Year 10 

The Community Awards winners were:
COLISEUM    Fatima Gehlan, Year 8 

GLOBE     Taylor Atkinson, Year 10 

LOWRY     Callum Docherty, Year 10 

PHOENIX     Pabitra Tamang, Year 8 

OCTAGON    Aruba Iqbal, Year 8 

Mariam 
Embalo

IN November, we held our annual Key Stage 3 and Key 
Stage 4 Awards Evenings, the first time they were held 
at our school.

The Heart Space was transformed into a stunning 
venue, and we were pleased to welcome our Chair  
of Governors, Paul Young, and our recently retired 
Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Skerrow, who delivered  
the keynote address.

There were two special awards for our previous 
Year 11 pupils. The Headteacher’s Award went to 
Mariam Embalo for demonstrating commitment to the 
school and perseverance in achieving a strong set of 
GCSE results. The Yasin Khan Community Award went 
to Fahima Khanam for her tireless fundraising and 
commitment to the wider community.

Janice Allen, Headteacher

Every 
one’s a 
winner


