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Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 
Important information regarding GCSEs 

 

As you will know the GCSEs begin on Monday 14
th

 May. These five weeks are 

significant in your child’s life in that they provide your child with options: the option to 

choose their next path post-16. The majority of our pupils have been working 

incredibly hard for this and we have been supporting them through improving the 

quality of our teaching and ensuring that the way we teach and assess helps pupils to 

retain their knowledge. We have also been guiding pupils throughout the year on the 

best ways to revise and how to retain the information needed for the exams. We are at 

the point now where it is in your child’s hands and the hard work they have put in will 

hopefully be recognised in their achievements. 

 

The GCSE examinations begin at 8.30 every morning and therefore your child needs to 

be in school at the latest by 8.15am so that they have enough time to be mentally 

prepared and ready to sit the exams. Afternoon exams begin at 1.30pm. Pupils must 

wear full school uniform at all times. 

 

Study leave 

 

Due to the number of exams and the length of the exams in June we have decided 

that rather than beginning study leave at the end of May pupils will follow their 

normal timetable until 25
th

 May. Following that we have identified a series of revision 

sessions for pupils. Pupils should attend these revision sessions in full school uniform 

and we hope that they recognise they are there to support them. There may be a small 

number of pupils who undertake early study leave but we will notify those pupils and 

parents individually. 

 

This means that school officially finishes for Year 11 on 15
th

 June where we will hold a 

leavers’ assembly following the final Science exam. 

 

Ramadan, Eid and GCSEs 

 

As you will know Ramadan will begin at the start of the GCSE period and runs 

throughout the exam period. We want to ensure all families are aware of our position 

as a school so that there is no misunderstanding. 

 

It is not for the school to advise pupils on fasting during their examinations as that is a 

decision for the individual. What we will do is: 

 Make sure that the exam halls are cool and there are fans to support all our 

pupils if the weather is particularly hot; 

 Ensure exam invigilators are fully briefed on the needs of pupils who are 

fasting;  

 Speak with pupils prior to their examinations so they know what they can 

expect from us as a school; 



 Discuss from a scientific viewpoint in an assembly the types of foods that can 

slowly release energy at the  Suhoor 

 

Obviously, our children’s performance in their examination is important to all of us – 

after 13 years of school we all want them to succeed – and whilst we know that many 

children feel energised whilst fasting, some may find the sleep deprivation harder than 

others in the early stages. For that purpose, I am asking that you look at the individual 

examination timetable for your children so that you are aware when they may have a 

series of examinations together and you can make the decision together as to whether 

your child will fast at this period. If you do not have one, you can ask for an individual 

timetable by contacting admin@falingepark.com. 

 

Eid al-Fitr could potentially fall this year on 15th June. On this day there is a physics 

examination. If pupils do not sit this exam then they will not pass 

their Science GCSE which is worth two or three GCSEs. It is therefore 

imperative that pupils attend this GCSE in the morning. Along with the other 

secondary schools in Rochdale we have been in discussion with a number of external 

partners and the message that will be disseminated through the mosques will be 

supporting our actions. The examination on that day will begin at the 

later time of 9.30am to enable pupils to attend early morning 

prayers if they wish. Pupils will be able to come into school before that time to 

go over their notes and we will make sure that Science staff are available to support 

pupils. We cannot begin the exam any later due to exam board regulations. The key 

factor in this is making sure that pupils do attend their final Science exam and I am 

asking for your help in making this happen. 

 

Finally, May and June in Year 11 can be a testing period for pupils and parents but it is 

an important one. It is not luck that will determine the outcomes: it is the results of 

their hard work. Nevertheless, I hope that our pupils do succeed and achieve what 

they are capable of and I wish them all the best in this phase in their journey. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Miss J Allen 

Headteacher 
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