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Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Response to Consultation – Vertical Tutoring –vs- Year Groups 
 
Many thanks to those parents who responded to the consultation on our website about 
vertical tutoring or year groups.  We had over 400 responses.  The response was fairly even. 
 

 53% of parents felt vertical tutoring was not benefiting their child with 47% in favour. 

 53% would prefer their child to be in mixed year groups during tutor time with 47% 
preferring year groups 

 56% would prefer year groups to be together in assemblies 
 
Amongst teaching staff and support staff the response was overwhelmingly in favour of 
returning to year groups.  Staff felt that we can tailor tutor time more effectively towards age 
appropriate debates and discussions and it will enable us to focus on specific themes at 
times in the year.  We will still be continuing the ‘house’ system and pupils will keep the 
same colour tie and colours on their summer polo top throughout school. 
 
We are hopeful that this move to year groups will also be an opportunity to revitalise the 
achievement and reward system. 
 
GCSE Exams 
 
We begin our GCSE examinations over the next week and I hope you will join me in wishing 
our pupils all the very best during this process.  GCSEs have a much greater focus now on 
the ability to recall knowledge from memory and we have been busy preparing for this in 
Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 with our formal end of year examinations.  These have gone 
incredibly well and we are pleased with the way pupils in each year have responded to 
these. 
 
School Trips 
 

 On Tuesday 6th March 2018 a group of Year 7 pupils attended Bury College Art Master 
Class.  This involved participation in 2 workshops: 

 Designing and creating a relief clay tile 
 Designing and creating a poster using ghost printing and textured surfaces 

 

 On Tuesday 13 March 2018 a group of Year 10 and Year 11 boys attended Myerscough 
College.  A targeted group of pupils were offered the opportunity to participate in a visit 
to the college which allowed them time to explore the facilities available at the college 
and find out more about the courses on offer and which were of  interest and related to 
career choices for the future. 

 

 On Thursday 22 March 2018 all Year 10 pupils attended Skills North West 2018, Event 
City, Manchester.  The event allowed pupils access to a wide range of post 16 
education and training providers alongside representatives from local universities and 
employers.  Information and advice was available on the range of courses and 
qualifications offered.  This was an opportunity for pupils to ask any relevant questions 
and to seek advice on routes for post 16 progression.  



 First World War Centenary Battlefield tour 18th- 21st March - Mrs Fox-Walker and our 
two Year 9 competition winners felt very privileged to be part of a unique battlefields tour 
to France and Belgium. We were joined by 24 schools from across Greater Manchester 
on our unique tour to commemorate The Battle of Manchester Hill 100 years after the 
battle. 

 
Our tour started in Belgium where we were able to visit some of the key battle sites and 
Commonwealth War Cemeteries around Ypres and Passchendaele, we also visited a 
German Cemetery.  Our pupils were very surprised by the contrast in both look and 
atmosphere.  Our time in Belgium ended by watching the Last Post Ceremony at the 
Menin Gate, this very moving ceremony in remembrance of the soldiers who lost their 
lives has taken place in Belgium every night since the end of World War Two. The 
second part of our trip took us to France, where we were able to visit Tyne Cot 
Cemetery and battle sites on the Somme. Exactly 100 years to the day of the battle we 
were stood on the battle site of the Manchester Hill, we were moved to be part of 
commemorative services for the day in the town of Francilly- Selency. The whole town 
were out to greet our group and we were invited to a formal reception held by the Mayor 
of the town with representatives from the Duke of Lancaster’s regiment also in 
attendance. Our visit was also caught on camera with Granada Reports, ITV and BBC 
news all filming the very special day. We also vlogged our tour- to see some of images 
and further details please watch these on the Falinge Park Website. 

 

 There have been three Cultural and Digital Designer projects running in school over the 
last term. Each staff project leader has been working with a Creative Arts student from 
Manchester Metropolitan University and a Cultural partner to produce some digital 
based artwork.   

 
1. Mrs Rogerson and some Year 7 pupils were partnered with Natlija Stolarova, a BA 

Hons student studying Illustration and Animation, and Manchester Art Gallery. Pupils 
initially visited the gallery to gather inspiration for animations which they produced 
using photography and Stop Motion Pro. These animations are to be displayed at 
Manchester Art Gallery. Through the project, learners developed vital skills such as 
teamwork and creativity as well as ICT based skills. At the Art Gallery, pupils worked 
alongside staff and professionals to creatively explore famous paintings, sculptures 
and art processes. 

 
2. Mr Mvula and a group of Year 7 pupils worked with Tom Cockeram, an MA student 

studying Product Design and Sarah Eastaff from Oldham Coliseum. Together they 
created a performance based on animals from the jungle. Tom taught the group how 
to use Photoshop to create a digital backdrop. Sarah worked with the group to 
develop a performance of physical theatre and soundscape. The two were merged 
into a final performance. Learners developed skills in ICT as well as their skills in 
acting and directing. Pupils went along to the theatre in late March to gain information 
about backstage processes and job roles in the theatre industry. 

 
3. Miss Younge and a group of female pupils from various year groups worked with two 

MA pupils, Lydia Cowgill and Maria Glick. They were partnered with The Manchester 
Football Museum and their focus was ‘celebrating women in football’. Learners took 
photographs of themselves in various celebratory poses and were taught how to use 
Photoshop in order to develop the images creatively. They also overlaid their 
illustrations to add another dimension to the work. Their creative pieces will be 
displayed around school at a later date. Pupils developed many skills including 
Photoshop, photography and illustration. Pupils went along to the Football Museum 
in March and enjoyed the experience and their encounters with staff and 
professionals. 
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4. In addition to all these experiences and visits, all three groups went to Manchester 
Metropolitan University School of Art in February to see exhibitions and to add 
finishing touches to their own creative work. They received a guided tour and got 
time to discuss how each of the artists’ works in distinctive ways. Some pupils 
presented their portfolios to our pupils and discussed career pathways in digital and 
visual arts. 

 

 A group of 40 Year 9 pupils visited Castleton in the Peak District in March to investigate 
the landscape of a rural area in a national park.  Unfortunately, the weather was far from 
desirable but the staff and pupils persevered and tried to reach the peak of Mam Tor. 
After a number of challenges we were defeated due to the lack of visibility and the issue 
of large remnants of snow drifts in the area, restricting paths. So, we walked back into 
the village to warm up and enjoy some lunch. After lunch we visited Speedwell cavern 
where the pupils could see the impact of mining in the area and we travelled on a boat 
underneath the mass of limestone to experience what it is like underground.  
 

 A group of 60 plus pupils and staff visited the Holderness Coast on what was the hottest 
day of the year at the time. The pupils visited four locations along the coastline to 
observe the physical processes at the fastest eroding coastline in Europe. Pupils carried 
out a variety of fieldwork techniques, including landscape sketching, environment quality 
surveys, beach profiling and wave count analysis. Pupils worked really hard to collect all 
of their data and enjoyed the weather with ice cream treats at the end of the day at 
Flamborough Head.  

 

 Wild People Wild Places Collaborative Creative Project - the joint project continues this 
year with the Wild People/Wild places theme. We have been into Heybrook Primary 
school working with Year 6 pupils on a Dance and Literacy Project in line with the book 
they are reading Running Wild by Michael Morpurgo. Year 6 pupils have also visited our 
dance studio for rehearsal sessions. The Year 5 pupils from Heybrook will be involved in 
Debating Sessions at FPHS and the Arts Award group making Digital Totem Poles this 
term. Year 1 have also had their own dance experience working alongside the book 
Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendeck. Healey Primary children in Year 2 
have also had a parental Art Workshop which gave the pupils the chance to work with 
their parents throughout the day and will also be creating some dance based on Where 
the Wild Things Are. Shawclough Primary and All Saints Primary have lots of exciting 
events booked in for next term. All the work carried out this year by our local primary 
schools and groups in Dance, Drama, Music and Art from FPHS will be showcased on 
Wednesday July 4th 6-8pm at FPHS. 
 

 Bangladesh Trip:  Connecting Classrooms – Miss Frankish and Mrs Wystawnoha were 
both delighted and honoured to be part of the British Councils Project Connecting 
Classrooms. They visited another High School; Hazi Rashid High School in Sylhet, 
Bangladesh, for one week in March 2018. Everyone was so welcoming, kind and 
friendly; they couldn’t wait to show them their amazing country, town, village and 
community. The school was very different in that the class sizes were 1 teacher to 100 
pupils but the pupils were all extremely well-mannered and well behaved. They were 
given the opportunity to teach a lesson every day and were treated to some local 
beautiful food for lunch every day. They watched a range of performances at the cultural 
day put on by the school, which were fantastic. They also had a chance to visit the local 



Tea Gardens, University, Cricket Ground, Parks and City Centre. For more information 
please see the blog on FPHS website and watch this space for the next step! 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
 

Upcoming Dates for your Diary 

 
 

DATE 

 

EVENT 

Friday 11
th

 May 2018 and 

Monday 14
th

 May 2018 

Year 8 trip to Malham 

Friday 25
th

 May 2018 School closes for half-term holidays 

Monday 4th June 2018 School re-opens at 8.25am 

Thursday 21
st

 June 2018 Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 28
th

 June 2018 Year 9 Graduation – event time to be confirmed 

Friday 29
th

 June 2018 Non pupil day 

Thursday 5
th

 July 2018 Year 11 School Prom 

Thursday 12
th

 July 2018 GCSE History trip to London 

Friday 13
th

 July 2018 Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 

Friday 20th July 2018 Sponsored Walk 

Monday 23rd July 2018 Experience Day 

Tuesday 24
th

 July 2018 School closes for summer holidays 

 


