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27
th

 February 2019 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

At Falinge Park High School we have been working incredibly hard on improving our 

curriculum offer – both in the classroom and making sure our pupils have the same 

opportunities as those pupils in the top private schools have.  I thought it would be a nice 

opportunity to share just some of the enriching activities our pupils were involved in 

during January and February. 

 

Creative Digital Designer in Residence at FPHS 

 

A class of Year 7 Religious Education students are working with a creative digital designer 

in residence this term on the development of a Faith Trail across Rochdale. The designer 

from Manchester School of Art will work with the students to create a series of video 

documents that explore issues around faith, identity and community. The project is also 

being developed in collaboration with Whitworth Art Gallery in Manchester and the 

students will be attending a visit to both establishments. The final pieces will be 

showcased later this year as part of a celebration event.  

 

‘I Am Creative’ Creative Partnership Work for Year 9 

 

Year 9 students took part in an ‘I Am Creative’ initiative which has been woven into our 

MyFPHS offer this year. Working alongside professionals from McCanns Digital Agency in 

Prestbury and Creative Leaders in Greater Manchester, our students were tasked with a 

marketing brief based around ‘Smyth’s Toys’ and the changing retail environment of high 

street and online shopping. In small groups, students created a three to five minute 

presentation and the leading team from each tutor group then presented their work to an 

outside panel to receive feedback. Our guests were very impressed with the high standard 

of work generated and the original ideas shared by our learners. All students celebrated 

the project in a special showcase assembly last week and videos of the project will be 

available to view on our website shortly.  

 

House Information 

 

With the development of the new house system being a great success pupils have had a 

number of exciting opportunities to get involved in whole school activities. At the end of 

last term we welcomed our new coat of arms for each new house, these were developed 

and manufactured by pupils from year 7 to year 11. The competition was well received 

with hundreds of creative, colourful entries. Five winners were selected by a panel of 

judges with winning pupils given the opportunity to get involved with the making of the 

shields. 

 

Year 8 and year 10 took part in the “Foodbank challenge” with pupils donating items of 

food in order to aid the ongoing success of the Rochdale Food Bank. Both year groups 

exceeded expectations, with the ongoing support of parents/ guardians we were able to 

raise an astonishing 315.8Kg of food. A number of pupils alongside Mr Rhodes delivered 

the donations by hand and even had an opportunity to see how the foodbank operates on 

a daily basis.  



 

Year 7 and year 9 were set a time trial challenge by Mr Hickson, teams were selected from 

every tutor group in order to compete in our “Row a mile challenge”. Pupils from each 

house competed to collaboratively row the fastest mile possible. Teachers in the PE 

department set a target for pupils to beat, the competition was a huge success with a 

number of pupils achieving special mentions within the awards assembly for their 

commitment and passion to compete. 

 

Throughout the course of the term the focus in regards to behaviour has been to identify 

and celebrate pupils that are regularly doing the right things in and around school. With 

nearly 100 nominations throughout year 7 to year 11 this initiative has been a huge 

success.    

  

Youth Speaks 

 

On the evening of the 24th January, Falinge Park High School hosted the Rochdale heat for 

the Rotary Club’s national Youth Speaks competition. We were proud to have an 

intermediate and a senior team representing our school. Our teams competed against 5 

other schools and displayed maturity, confidence and team work skills beyond their years. 

The feedback for both teams was exceptional and the judges, Rotarians and visitors 

commented on their flawless, professional and impressive speeches and performances. 

This year saw our senior team, comprised of Iman Kazmi, Farah Khan and Shannon 

Hitchings from Year 10, secure a clear victory in the senior heat for a second year running. 

They will once again be competing against 6 other schools from across the district in the 

District Final on Sunday the 3rd of March. Although our Intermediate team, comprised of 

Zain Sharif (Year 8), Melania Vladu and Emilia Gartside (Year 9), did not reach the next 

round, they received exceptional feedback which makes them determined to return to the 

competition next year. 

 

Following their stirring performances, both teams were invited by the Mayor of Rochdale 

for afternoon tea and to discuss their speeches and future plans in his chambers on the 5th 

of February. The visit was a great opportunity for our pupils to tour the town hall and hear 

more about local politics. Furthermore, on the 27
th

 of February both teams are going to be 

visiting the House of Lords and meeting with Baroness Polo Uddin. The pupils will have an 

audience with the Baroness, a tour of the House of Lords and a meeting with several 

international delegates. This is an exciting and thrilling opportunity for our pupils and we 

look forward to sharing details about their trip with you in the next newsletter.  

 

Pupil Leadership Team 

 

2019 is off to an amazing and exciting start for our pupils at Falinge. We have appointed 

almost 80 pupils wishing to become leaders and ambassadors of Falinge Park. Presently 

we have three main pupil bodies that form our student leadership cohort, with the 

intention to look at facilitating more pupil groups and eventually launching our Student 

Council. Currently, we have in place Equality Ambassadors whose remit is to look at 

tackling inequality issues in school and beyond; Peer Mediators whose focus is look at 

tackling bullying in all forms ultimately ensuring Falinge is a safe and happy place for 

everyone; and our Archbishop of York team who will be looking at carrying out some 

community based projects for a prestigious award. This is an extremely exciting time for 

our new leaders as upon returning in the next term we will be partaking in our special 3 

day exclusive residential, focused at challenging and bringing the best out in our young 

and future leaders.  
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Following the success of our film ‘New Girl’, we are continuing to work with Parvez Qadir 

as our film maker/artist in residence.  We are working on a documentary with a group of 

pupils based on the themes of ‘Who am I?’ ‘Where do I belong?’ 

 

In January, Year 10 Citizenship students visited Tameside Magistrates Court where they 

observed court proceedings and were permitted to ask questions of the magistrates.  Year 

11 students attended the UK University and Apprenticeship Fair at Old Trafford on 8 

February 2019, allowing them to understand and explore post 18 options. 

 

We were interviewed by the Premier League because of a pilot programme we have been 

working on with Manchester City football club and our pupils involved in this have had a 

wide range of opportunities which we hope will be developed further next year. 

 

Year 9 Gateways students spent the day at Manchester University on 6
th

  February 2019. 

 

Rock Climbing and Sports Event 

 

On Monday 4th - Wednesday 6th February a group of Year 11 GCSE PE students 

participated in an indoor rock climbing course linked to their GCSE PE assessment. They 

spent 3 days developing a variety of skills including bouldering, problem solving and 

teamwork. Rock climbing is very physically demanding, but all the Year 11 pupils 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  The hard work, aches and pains were all worth it as 

the pupils performed fantastically during their assessment. The staff at the climbing centre 

were hugely complimentary about the pupils attitudes, behaviour and skill development. 

Well Done Year 11.  More sporting success was achieved when our Year 10 Trampolining 

teams competed in the Rochdale Schools Trampolining Competitions. The advanced team 

finished 2nd and the intermediate team finished 3rd. Congratulations to the girls who 

competed. The success they achieved is reward for all the hard work and commitment 

they showed in training. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2019 

 

On 25th January Falinge Park held our annual Holocaust Memorial Commemorations. 

Year 8 were able to spend the full day immersed in activities related to the Holocaust and 

other Genocides, this included learning about the stages of Genocide and what we can do 

to ensure that we do not allow prejudice to go unchecked. We were also able to look at 

personal experiences related to a number of Genocides and how these linked to the 2019 

theme ‘Torn from Home’. We also felt extremely privileged to have Sam Nuemann as our 

returning guest speaker, Sam spoke to year 8 about his own family’s experiences of the 

Holocaust allowing the pupils to put a human face and story to this history. Part of the day 

was also delivered by our Holocaust Youth Champions who were working towards their 

silver award with the Holocaust Education Trust. This group of year 10 and 11s facilitated 

the survivor postcard project which allowed pupils to write and share their thoughts with a 

survivor of Genocide.  

 



As you can see we are making sure we give every possible opportunity to our pupils and 

we are proud that so many of our pupils are taking these opportunities. 

Finally, after the Easter holiday pupils will be able to wear their summer polo tops and no 

blazer.  If you wish to purchase a summer top in your child’s house colour, please go to 

the uniform suppliers in Rochdale (Moses, Top Form and Ziggys). 

Yours faithfully 

 

Miss J Allen 

Headteacher 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

DATE EVENT 

Monday 25
th

 February to Friday 8
th

 March 

inclusive 

Year 9 Options interviews 

Friday 8
th

 March to Monday 11
th

 March 

inclusive 

Years 8 and 9 - Battlefield tour trip 

Thursday 21
st

 March Year 8 Parents' Evening (3.15 - 6.30pm) 

Week commencing 1
st

 April Charity week 

Wednesday 3
rd

 April Year 11 Parents' Evening (3.15 - 6.30pm) 

Friday 5
th

 April School closes at 12.30pm for Easter holidays 

Tuesday 23
rd

 April School re-opens – 8.25am 

 

 

  

 
 


