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Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

It’s always a pleasure to begin a letter with positive news stories and last term was 

filled with such events.  I am often told by colleagues outside Falinge that we should 

shout louder as a school about our successes and the opportunities we are giving our 

staff and pupils.  So to begin, I thought I would share a few highlights of last term and 

upcoming events. 

 

Battlefield Tour November 2019 

Over Remembrance weekend four year 10 students were able to join a number of 

schools from across Greater Manchester on a battlefield tour of key sites in Belgium 

and France. Our tour started in Belgium where we were investigating the impact of the 

First World War on ordinary people, we were able to visit some of the key battle sites 

and Commonwealth War Cemeteries around Ypres and Passchendaele. We also 

visited Langemark Cemetery, a German cemetery, to compare different responses to 

commemoration.  Our time in Belgium ended with a performance of RC Sherriff’s 

‘Journey’s end’ and the poignant Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. The second 

part of our trip took us to France, where we were able to visit Tyne Cot Cemetery and 

battle sites on the Somme. We were also able to investigate the role of 

commonwealth troops and were able to visit Neuve Chapel to research the role of the 

British Indian army on the Western Front.  

 

Holocaust Beacon School 2019/2020 

Falinge Park High School has been designated as a UCL Beacon School in Holocaust 

Education for the academic year 2019/2020. The Beacon School programme is 

supported by the Pears Foundation, the Department for Education and the Claims 

Conference and is led and supported by the UCL Centre for Holocaust Education. One 

of our key aims as a UCL Beacon School is to become a hub for teachers of the 

Holocaust in local schools across a variety of departments. We want to be able to 

facilitate thinking and practice on Holocaust education and share outstanding teaching 

materials and high quality training. In December, lead teacher Mrs Fox-Walker with 

UCL experts organised a CPD event which was attended by a number of teachers from 

the local area. Our Beacon School work will continue throughout the year, Mrs Fox-

Walker will continue to work with the experts in Holocaust education. 

 

Robert F Kennedy Foundation 

Falinge Park High School is working with the Robert F Kennedy Foundation! 

 

During his presidency, Robert Kennedy committed to fighting injustice when and 

wherever he saw it. He embraced the Civil Rights movement and was an advocate for 

human rights for all. It is said he gave the best speech every written in response to the 

assassination of Martin Luther King. His daughter is continuing his human rights work 

through the RFK Foundation. We have been asked to work with them as a school to 

develop human rights education and to be involved in their international human rights 

festival in 2021.  

 



The project is called “Ripples of hope” because as Kennedy famously said  

 

““Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes 

out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from 
a million different centers of energy and daring those ripples build a current which can 
sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.” 
 

During tutor time each day pupils have been learning about the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights and thinking critically about where and why injustice exists in the 

world and how we can send out “Ripples of hope” into those situations. As a school 

community we are learning to be more kind, compassionate and empathetic towards 

each other, our local community and our global community. Students are learning 

vocabulary linked to human rights and learning to engage in meaningful dialogue. 

Pupils are keen to put their learning into practice and are looking forward to 

supporting local community projects and sending out our own ripples of hope. 

  

Rochdale Food Bank  
This half term, pupils from year 8 and 10 took up their My FPHS challenge, which was 

to collect food and sanitary products for the food bank in Rochdale.  

 

A group of year 11 GCSE Citizenship students who were campaigning against food 

and period poverty supported the collection by visiting classrooms and telling 

students about the issues. 

 

Together we collected 425.25kg of food! This was the largest collection from any 

school that the food bank received and to put the figure in context is the size of a large 

grizzly bear!  

 

We had a visit from volunteers who work in the food bank. They told us that 800 

people needed emergency food supplies during November and that this number was 

increasing. 

 

Year 10 pupils presented the volunteers with two posters that they had made. One 

was to say thank you to the volunteers and one was to send out ripples of hope to 

those in need of help. 

 

Through this action we upheld Article 25 of the UDHR 

 

“You have the right to have what you need to live a decent life, including food, 

clothes, a home, and medical care for you and your family”.  

 

Festive Treat 

Our annual Festive Treat event gave Year 10 BTEC Music students a chance to raise 

money for their chosen charity, Springhill Hospice. The students designed and made 

fun festive badges and organised a charity raffle as part of their production of the 

event. The students wanted to choose a local charity that was personal to them and 

researched some of the ways in which the money would help to make a difference to 

the wider community. The students collected donations to be raffled as prizes and 

floral table decorations made by staff were also raffled. The event featured music and 

dance performances, a festive quiz and festive food. An enjoyable time was had by all.  
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Students raised a grand total of £70.50 and presented a cheque to Barbara Lloyd from 

Springhill Hospice.  

 

Year 7 Football 

It is with great pleasure that we announce that the Year 7 footballers recently became 

champions of Rochdale in the 5-a-side football tournament. It has been 26 years since 

a Falinge Park football team had won this tournament and the players should be 

incredibly proud of their efforts.  

 

On route to winning the trophy, the boys had to play matches in the heats against 

Siddal Moor, Holy Family, and Matthew Moss. Despite some close encounters, they 

won all of these matches and didn’t concede a single goal in any of them! 

 

The top two teams from the heats (Falinge Park and Matthew Moss) qualified for the 

finals along with Hollingworth and Cardinal Langley, who were successful in the other 

round of heats. Once again, the boys didn’t concede a goal in any of the three matches 

in the finals – winning two and drawing 0-0 with runners-up, Cardinal Langley, in the 

final game. 

 

All of the players played their part in a fantastic team performance, from Tahir’s two 

penalty saves, Peter, Ridhwan and Ivandro’s solid defensive displays, to Zaim, Fahad 

and Ayaan’s link up play with the strikers - Alex and Justin. 

 

Well done once again, boys. On to the regionals! 

 

Safeguarding 

As parents, we all know that it is becoming increasingly worrisome when we think 

about our children and what is taking place when they are not with us.  At secondary 

school it can be even worse.  At Falinge, we have taken a very proactive approach to 

address issues facing young people and have been working with police, community 

safety and other agencies to support and protect our children in our community.  

Consequently, we are leading the way in tackling such issues across Rochdale and 

Greater Manchester.  It has been identified that we run ‘a tight ship’ here at Falinge – 

but I will be reaching out and asking for support from yourselves over this term to 

make this a priority. 

 

Within school we have halved the number of aggressive incidents between pupils, 

improved behaviour in lessons and significantly reduced incidents of bullying.  We 

aren’t perfect and one aggressive incident is one too many for me, however we can’t 

do this by ourselves. 

 

We need your help, your support and a partnership between us to make the external 

community safe for our young people. 

 

If there are any parents who are interested in working with us to address the wider 

issues of anti-social behaviour in the community, please email my PA Lisa Fitton at 

fittonl@falingepark.com with your contact details and the details of your children 

(including year group). 

mailto:fittonl@falingepark.com


 

Relationships Education 

I will be holding a series of sessions for parents as I promised on the implications of 

the Relationships curriculum.  These will take place over this term.  If you wish to be 

involved, please email my PA Lisa Fitton at fittonl@falingepark.com with contact 

details and the details of your children (including year group).  Places will be limited 

so to get an understanding of how many sessions I would need to run, please indicate 

if you would like to be involved. 

 

Finally, it’s always a difficult term when the bad weather comes.  We do try and stay 

open with snow and bad weather, unfortunately I am not allowed to make the decision 

to close until the actual morning which can be very problematic.  It is difficult as 

Falinge Road is very dangerous in the morning and that is exacerbated when it is 

snowing.  I make the decision to stay open or to close based on a number of factors 

including wellbeing of my staff.  In bad weather, when school is open, please think 

carefully as to where it is best to drop your child off and think about the implications 

for my staff who end up having to deal with lots of angry motorists.  They can walk up 

the hill – it’s not too far for our children. 

 

If we are shutting due to bad weather, please keep an eye on the website and our 

social media pages. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Miss J Allen 

Headteacher 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

DATE EVENT 

Thursday 6
th

 February (4pm – 7.15pm) Year 11 Parents' Evening & Options  

Thursday 13
th

 February (4pm – 7.15pm) Year 9 Parents' Evening & Options  

Friday 21
st

 February (2.45pm) School closes for half-term holidays 

Monday 2
nd

 March (8.25am) School re-opens 

Wednesday 18
th

 March (4pm – 7.15pm) Year 10 Parents' Evening  

Tuesday 31
st

 March and Wednesday 1
st

 

April (7pm) 

School Production – Little Shop of 

Horrors 

Friday 3
rd

 April  School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 20
th

 April (8.25am) School re-opens 
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