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17th March 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Following on from my letter to parents on Monday 16th March 2020 I am now writing 
to you with an update.  Today I have managed to ensure the school functioned as 
usual.  However, I will not lie to you, it has been very difficult. 
 
I currently have 24 members of staff absent which is 15% of my total team (including 
catering and support staff).  Most of these staff have underlying medical conditions 
and so will be absent for some considerable time as per the government guidelines.  
They are self-isolating.  Of my teachers, the percentage is 17%. 
 
I have made the decision, therefore, that until at least Monday 23rd March I have no 
choice but to close the school to Year 10.  I have chosen Year 10 as they are less 
likely to need parental care/leave from work.  For those children who are eligible for 
free school meals, a hot meal will be available for them between 12.15pm and 
12.45pm on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
 
We will be putting work on the school website for Year 10 for the next 3 days.  I 
understand parents of children in other years groups who are self-isolating have asked 
for work.  At this moment in time it is not practicable for staff to be emailing out work 
individually.  We have planned for remote learning to take place in the event of a full 
shut down.  In the meantime our website shares a variety of online learning resources. 
 
As the week progresses, I will have to make a decision on a daily basis as to other 
years groups.  I appreciate this is very frustrating for you but we are trying our very 
best in difficult circumstances. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Janice Allen 
Headteacher 


