
Getting rid of litter

Protecting the Environment



General facts about the enviornemnt- What is 

climate change and why is it happening?

 Https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4H1N_yXBiA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4H1N_yXBiA


 Watch this film clip from the United Nations

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dyhAcGyd20

More about the issues we face

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dyhAcGyd20


What does litter have to do with it?

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvzzN9XS84Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvzzN9XS84Q


The impact of littering on the environment is 
not just local its global!

Litter thrown away on the street is not 
recycled and ends up in landfill which creates 
more green house gases.

It ends up in our oceans where it breaks down 
and enters the food chain and harms wildlife.

What does litter have to do with it?



Which Article(S) of the UDHR 

should protect us and our 

Environment?  



“You have the right 
to have what you 
need to live a decent 
life”. Article 25

Which other rights 
might be infringed by 
littering?

Article 25 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights:

1. We are all free and equal. 

2. Don’t discriminate. 

3. The right to life.

4. No slavery – past and present. 

5. No Torture. 

6. We all have the same right to use the law. 

7. We are all protected by the law. 

8. Fair treatment by fair courts.

9. No unfair detainment. 

10. The right to trial. 

11. Innocent until proven guilty

12. The right to privacy. 

13. Freedom to move. 

14. The right to asylum. 

15. The right to a nationality. 

16. Marriage and family. 

17. Your own things. 

18. Freedom of thought. 

19. Free to say what you want. 

20. Meet where you like

21. The right to democracy

22. The right to social security. 

23. Workers’ rights. 

24. The right to play. 

25. A bed and some food. 

26. The right to education. 

27. Culture and copyright. 

28. A free and fair world. 

29. Our responsibilities. 

30. Nobody can take away these rights and freedoms from us.



 Litter is ugly. it’s harmful to the environment, it’s harmful to health, 

and to wildlife.

 Research shows that many people are concerned about litter, and that 

some people consider it antisocial behaviour, yet just as many people 

admit to dropping litter.

 People generally believe that clearing up litter is someone else’s job, 

and education and behaviour change is at the centre of most litter 

campaigns for that reason.

 Would your opinions on litter change if you knew the facts? Read on to 

find out some key facts about littering and why dropping that innocent 

sweet wrapper is not as unproblematic as you think.

Litter Facts



Litter Facts

 Almost 48% of people admit to dropping litter.

 The amount of litter dropped each year in the UK has increased by a massive 500% since the 1960s.

 Cleaning up litter from the streets of Britain costs taxpayers around £500 million. That does not include the 

amount it costs to clean up parks and other public spaces.

 7 out of every 10 items of discarded litter is food packaging or wrappers.

 Around 122 tons of cigarette butts and cigarette-related litter is dropped every day across the UK.

 1.3m pieces of rubbish are dropped on UK roads every weekend. 1/3 of motorists admit to littering while they 

are driving.

 The rat population has increased to 60 million due to the increasing amounts of litter.

 According to the Marine Conservation Society, around 1,963 pieces of litter are collected per kilometre by their 

litter pickers along our coastline.

 Maybe you think discarding fruit peel isn’t a problem? Well this counts as littering too, and it actually can take 

up to 2 years for a banana skin to fully decompose.

 From https://www.litterbins.co.uk/blog/the-facts-about-litter/

https://www.litterbins.co.uk/blog/the-facts-about-litter/


Cant litter Biodegrade?

 Biodegradability

 All types of litter take time to degrade, so the ideal thing is not to drop it in the first place. Here is the average 

time it takes for some commonly discarded litter to decompose.

 Orange peel and banana skins - up to 2 years

 Cigarette butts - up to 2 years

 Plastic bags -10-20 years

 Tin cans - 50 years

 Aluminium cans - 80-100 years

 Plastic bottles – they can last forever

 Glass – does not degrade



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCjeNZquEPU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCjeNZquEPU


How could we object and oppose people dropping 
litter?

A Woman in the film said; “How do we change others 
mentality?”

This is your challenge! come up with some creative 
and innovative ideas to end littering and pass them 
back to Ms. Tasker



Inside school?

In the outside spaces of school?

On our street?

In Rochdale?



Use your research and thinking skills to find out 
issues with the environment an dho wlittering has 
an impact

https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/our-cause/cut-litter

Look at “Keep Britain tidy” for ideas 

https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/our-cause/cut-litter


EXTRAS: Environmental issues from spoken word artist Prince Ea. Could 

you make a rap/ poem or film about the impact of litter?

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-nEYsyRlYo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-nEYsyRlYo


EXTRA Challenging task- What does 

Greta have to say to word leaders at 

the COP25 gathering?

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eo_-mxvGnq8

Listen to Greta latest 

speech.

What are the facts ? 

Make notes from 

Greta's speech.

What does she think is 

going wrong?

Write down any 

suggestions she makes 

to solve the issues.  

IPPC stands for

The Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate 

Change. It is 

an intergovernmental  

body of the United 

Nations that is dedicated 

to providing the world 

with 

objective, scientific infor

mation relevant to 

understanding the 

scientific basis of the risk 

of human-induced[

climate change

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eo_-mxvGnq8

