
Peace and Conflict – Exam skills tasks 

Below are a series of tasks based around the extended pieces of writing that will be part of your RE GCSE. These are 

the 4. 5 and 12 mark questions. The first few tasks are based on mark schemes and you marking exam answers. 

There is then a chance for you to have a go at an exam question yourself. 

1. Below are a series of exam questions for the Peace and Conflict unit. Next to each question your task is to 

write how many marks it would be worth and whether you would use PEEL or FARM to structure your 

answer. 

 

(a) Explain two religious beliefs about terrorism. 

Refer to sacred writings or another source of religious belief in your answer.                   _________ marks 

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                            PEEL or FARM? 

 

(b) ‘There is never a need to go to war.’  

Evaluate this statement                                                                                                                 _________ marks 

  

                                                                                                                                                            PEEL or FARM? 

 

(c) Explain two contrasting religious beliefs about weapons of mass destruction. 

In your answer, you must refer to one or more religious traditions.                                    _________ marks  

 

                                                                                                                                                           PEEL or FARM? 

 

2. Look at the answer to the following exam question and then mark it using the mark scheme (also below). 

Give it; a mark out of 5, a WWW and an EBI. 

 

Explain two religious beliefs about war. 

Refer to sacred writings or another source of religious belief in your answer (5 marks)  

 

Some Christians e.g. Quakers believe that war is never acceptable as they are pacifists and believe that 

violence is always wrong. They follow teachings in the Bible such as, “You shall not kill.” This commandment 

teaches Christians that killing is wrong and as wars cannot happen without deaths, then violence would not 

be acceptable as it would break the commandment given by God. Therefore, some Christians disagree with 

war.  

 

Some Muslims would have a slightly different view on war, as although Muslims believe in and promote 

peace most of the time, they do not have a pacifist view on war and believe that sometimes war is needed 

to bring about peace and is permitted through the belief in Lesser Jihad. In the Qur’an it states, “Those who 

have been attacked are permitted to take up arms because they have been wronged – God has the power to 

help them.” This shows that war and violence can be used in self defence, however, war must only happen 

under the conditions of holy war. 

 

Marks:      /5 

www: 

 

ebi: 

 



 
Mark scheme  

Paragraph 1  simple point (1 mark) 
developed point (2 marks) 

Paragraph 2  simple point (1 mark) 
developed point (2 marks) 

SRT Bonus (1 mark) – embedded and accurate 
use of relevant SRT 

 

 

3. Your turn! Using the example above to help with structure, you are now going to answer the 5 mark 

question below. Time yourself doing this and let me know in the box at the bottom how long it took you 

to complete the answer – be honest! 

 

Explain two religious beliefs about peace. 

Refer to sacred writings or another source of religious belief in your answer (5 marks)  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Time taken              minutes 



Peace and Conflict so far 

1. Which one of the following best expresses attacking without being provoked? 
(a) World peace 
(b) Aggression 
(c) Forgiveness 
(d) Respect 

 

2. Which of the following best expresses the idea of bringing a fight or struggle to a peaceful 
conclusion? 

(a) World Peace 
(b) War 
(c) Just war 
(d) Conflict Resolution 

 

3. Name two non-religious organisations that are working towards world peace. 

 

 

4. Name one Christian and one Muslim organisation working for peace. 

 

 

5. How is Malala connected to this unit? 

 

 

6. Name 3 different causes of war. 

 

 
7. Which of the following best expresses when wars are fought in the right way for the right reasons? 

a) Jihad 

b) Holy War 

c) Just War 

d) Conflict Resolution 

 

8. Name 4 criteria of the Just War Theory. 

 

 

9. Give 3 aims of the United Nations. 

 

 

 

 



10. What is meant by the term pacifism? 

 

 

11. Why do some Christians believe that war may be acceptable in some circumstances? 

 

 

12. Define the following terms: 

Jihad – 

 

Lesser Jihad – 

 

Greater Jihad –  

 

 

13. What is meant be forgiveness? 

 

 

14. Is the following an example of lesser or greater jihad? 

Going to war under the conditions of Holy War eg. To achieve peace and under the authority of 

religious authority. 

 

 

15. 13. What does the Parable of the Lost Son teach Christians? 

(a) To go to war when families are threatened   

(b) Forgive all, no matter what they have done 

(c) Only forgive your family 

(d) Being with your family is the best way to achieve peace 

 

16. Explain the work of Pax Christi – what do they do, where and why? 

 

 

17. What key word links to the definition – ‘Weapons which can destroy large areas and numbers of 

people’? 

 

 

 



18. What would a Christian or Muslim believe about helping victims of war? Why? 

 

 

19. Are all Muslims pacifists? Explain your answer. 

 

 

20. Quakers are a denomination of Christians that are pacifist? What quotes would they use to support 

this view? 


