
1 
 

 

Responsibilities for actions are outlined below: 

HT – Headteacher – Janice Allen 

SLT – Members of Senior Leadership Team 

Office – Office team 

Staff – all adults in the building 

  
200709 HR Update - 
issued on 9.7.20.docx

Catering update 
19.8.20.docx

GL344-Guidance-on-
practical-work-during-the-COVID-19-pandemic-D-T.pdf

CLEAPPS guidance 
for FPHS.docx

HEALTH AND SAFETY RISK ASSESSMENT – FULL REOPENING SEPTEMBER 2020 

Directorate: Falinge Park High School Phased induction up to 21.9.20; review for full occupancy post this date. 

Date: 16.7.20 Review dates: 4.9.20; 8.9.20 with union reps and governors; 15.9.20 with 
union reps and governors 

Context: The risk assessment captures is based around four key areas: School assessment; Teacher/staff assessment; Student assessment; Family/Carers 
Assessment. It follows the guidance from the DfE from 2 July 2019 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
This risk assessment includes those sent from the Local Authority and amended where appropriate to reflect the context of the school. 
Health and Safety is everybody’s responsibility in the school  
Following government guidance on a Plan B the guidance issued by DfE on Friday 27.8.20 is here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/containing-and-managing-local-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreaks/covid-19-contain-framework-a-
guide-for-local-decision-makers 
We will follow our 3 days in and 2 days online our Plan A being our Plan B. 
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Updated changes Change made Author 

1.8.20 Changed the self-isolation if a person tests positive from 7 days to 10 
days as per new guidance from 30 July. 

J Allen 

1.8.20 Updated the guidance around cleaning to reflect PHE. J Allen 

1.8.20 Embedded test and trace information for visitors as required by 
Rochdale PH. 

J Allen 

26.8. 20 Updated to reflect new guidance on Face coverings in school J Allen 

26.8.20 Updated to include reviewed catering procedures J Allen 

26.8.20 Changed the embedded document (September 2020) to reflect new 
guidance on how long to stay at home and to reflect new face mask 
guidance. 

J Allen 

31.8.20 Embedded CLEAPPS guidance and guidance specific to Falinge for 
practical work 

J Allen 

31.8.20 Updated to reflect local information about staff who are in their third 
trimester. 

J Allen 
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SECTION A  
School premises – Maintaining hierarchy of controls in: 

• a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 
• robust hand and respiratory hygiene 
• enhanced cleaning arrangements 
• active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

The first four bullet points must be in place at all time 
• formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school wherever possible and minimise 

potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable 
The above bullet point must be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their particular 
circumstances. 
 
Hazard/Infection control Actions Review 
Minimising contact with people who are unwell 
Ensuring that students, staff and other adults do not come 
into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms, or have tested positive in the last 10 days, and 
ensuring anyone developing those symptoms during the 
school day is sent home, are essential actions to reduce the 
risk in schools and further drive down transmission of 
coronavirus (COVID-19).  
 
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, 
continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or 
change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they 
must be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at home: 
guidance for households with possible or confirmed 
coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’, which sets out that they 
must self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to 
have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Other 
members of their household (including any siblings) should 

1. All staff, students and parents will be made aware of this 
through regular communication. We will use phone calls, 
social media and also work with our community partners 
to ensure that the message is clear for our families. We will 
translate insofar as is possible, both via telephone and on 
our website. (HT) 

2. Designated area at the front of school which is ventilated 
and will only be used for those pupils/staff who have 
symptoms related to Coronavirus. Staff (first aiders)  who 
attend have full PPE and have been trained in how to use 
the PPE correctly and how to dispose of it. (Office) 

3. There will always be spare PPE in storage. (Office) 
4. Engie – PFI contractors – have had enhanced training in 

cleaning the area and there are a system of controls. 
5. Toilet closest to the room will not be used for 48 hours 

after the person with Covid symptoms has used it. There 
will be a sign on saying out of action. (Office) 

 
 

1.8.20 to 
change the 
number of days 
from 7 to 10. 
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self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person 
first had symptoms. 
 
Any members of staff who have helped someone with 
symptoms and any pupils who have been in close contact with 
them do not need to go home to self-isolate unless they 
develop symptoms themselves (in which case, they should 
arrange a test) or if the symptomatic person subsequently 
tests positive (see below) or they have been requested to do 
so by NHS Test and Trace. 
 
Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds 
with soap and running water or use hand sanitiser after any 
contact with someone who is unwell. The area around the 
person with symptoms must be cleaned with normal 
household bleach after they have left to reduce the risk of 
passing the infection on to other people. See the COVID-19: 
cleaning of non-healthcare settings guidance. 
 
Public Health England is clear that routinely taking the 
temperature of pupils is not recommended as this is an 
unreliable method for identifying coronavirus (COVID-19). 
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Hazard/Infection control Actions Review 
Robust hand and respiratory hygiene 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an easy virus to kill when it is on 
skin. This can be done with soap and running water or hand 
sanitiser. Schools must ensure that pupils clean their hands 
regularly, including when they arrive at school, when they 
return from breaks, when they change rooms and before and 
after eating. Regular and thorough hand cleaning is going to 
be needed for the foreseeable future. Points to consider and 
implement: 

• whether the school has enough hand washing or hand 
sanitiser ‘stations’ available so that all pupils and staff 
can clean their hands regularly 

• supervision of hand sanitiser use given risks around 
ingestion. Small children and pupils with complex 
needs should continue to be helped to clean their 
hands properly. Skin friendly skin cleaning wipes can 
be used as an alternative 

• building these routines into school culture, supported 
by behaviour expectations and helping ensure 
younger children and those with complex needs 
understand the need to follow them 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Posters in all staff and pupil toilets reminding the 
importance of hand washing (Office) 

2. Pupils reminded to wash their hands regularly throughout 
the day (all staff). 

3. Due to the way our building is set out there is not the 
capacity to enable all children to wash hands as soon as 
they come in. Instead, this will be minimized by: hand 
sanitiser in every classroom. As pupils move to each 
classroom they will use the hand sanitiser in each 
classroom. We will encourage all pupils to bring their own 
hand sanitiser. There will be enough reserve stock to 
manage this (office). 

4. Weekly checks will be made to all the areas to ensure 
enough hand sanitiser/tissues etc. (Office) 

5. Staff have been directed to contact L Ripley if not enough 
stock in classroom (By HT). 

6. After each lesson, the member of staff will spray desks 
where pupils have sat and pupils will take one piece of 
kitchen roll or a paper towel to clean their desk. They will 
put this in the bin as they leave the classroom. (Staff) 

7. Internal doors will be propped open in every classroom to 
reduce the need to touch any surfaces on the way into 
classrooms or office areas. Where privacy is needed i.e. in 
an office, the member of staff must regularly spray and 
disinfect the handle area into the office. We are asking 
that where possible, windows are kept open in classrooms 
and offices. (Staff) 

8. Phased induction allows us to ensure that pupils 
understand the reasons why we need to undertake these 
measures. They link to our learning behaviours and this 
will be made explicit regularly in form time and in every 
lesson. (Staff) 
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9. For pupils with complex needs, plans have been made to 
support them on return. This has also included pupils 
returning for some face to face before the summer. The 
work being undertaken is supported by professional 
groups with Educational Psychologists. (SLT) 

 
 

Respiratory hygiene 
The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very 
important, so schools must ensure that they have enough 
tissues and bins available in the school to support pupils and 
staff to follow this routine. As with hand cleaning, schools 
must ensure younger children and those with complex needs 
are helped to get this right, and all pupils understand that this 
is now part of how school operates. Some pupils with complex 
needs will struggle to maintain as good respiratory hygiene as 
their peers, for example those who spit uncontrollably or use 
saliva as a sensory stimulant. This should be considered in risk 
assessments in order to support these pupils and the staff 
working with them, and is not a reason to deny these pupils 
face to face education. 
The World Health Organisation published a statement on 21 
August about children and face coverings. They now advise 
that “children aged 12 and over should wear a mask under 
the same conditions as adults, in particular when they 
cannot guarantee at least a 1-metre distance from others 
and there is widespread transmission in the area.” 
Nationwide, the government is not recommending face 
coverings are necessary in education settings generally 
because a system of control, applicable to all education 
environments, provides additional mitigating measures. 
Schools and colleges will have the discretion to require face 
coverings in communal areas where social distancing cannot 

1. Everyone must ensure good respiratory hygiene by 
promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. (all staff) 

2. Everyone will be advised to use a tissue to catch a sneeze; 
cover their mouth and nose with tissue or sleeve (not their 
hands) when sneezing 

3. All used tissues must be placed straight in the bins in the 
classroom or toilets which will be emptied twice daily.  

4. Staff should remind students to avoid touching their face 
as much as possible throughout the day.  

5. Tissues will be provided in every classroom and regularly 
checked and topped up. Students have also been asked to 
provide their own tissues.  

6. All pupils and staff to wear face coverings on corridors, 
when moving around, and in communal areas whilst our 
local restrictions last. Once local restrictions lifted, pupils 
will be able to continue wearing them and we will 
recommend that they do as they move around the 
building because of the shape of our building. 

 

Removed 
guidance about 
face coverings not 
allowed in school 
to reflect guidance 
released on 
26.8.20. Updated 
point 6. 
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be safely managed, if they believe that it is right in their 
particular circumstances. 
Examples of where education leaders might decide to 
recommend the wearing of face coverings - for pupils and 
staff - in communal areas of the education setting include: 

• where the layout of the school or college estate 
makes it particularly difficult to maintain social 
distancing when staff and pupils are moving around 
the premises 

• where on top of hygiene measures and the system of 
controls recommended in the full opening guidance 
to schools and FE colleges and providers, permitting 
the use of face coverings for staff, pupils or other 
visitors would provide additional confidence to 
parents to support a full return of children to school 
or college 

It is vital that face coverings are worn correctly and that 
clear instructions are provided to staff, children and young 
people on how to put on, remove, store and dispose of face 
coverings in all of the circumstances above, to avoid 
inadvertently increasing the risks of transmission. 
Safe wearing of face coverings requires cleaning of hands 
before and after touching – including to remove or put them 
on – and the safe storage of them in individual, sealable 
plastic bags between use. Where a face covering becomes 
damp, it should not be worn and the face covering should be 
replaced carefully. 
On the basis of current evidence, in light of the mitigating 
measures education settings are taking, and the negative 
impact on communication, face coverings will not generally 
be necessary in the classroom even where social distancing is 
not possible. There is greater use of the system of controls 
for minimising risk, including through keeping in small and 
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consistent groups or bubbles, and greater scope for physical 
distancing by staff within classrooms. Face coverings can 
have a negative impact on learning and teaching and so their 
use in the classroom should be avoided. 
 
Where local restrictions apply 
Consistent with WHO’s new advice, schools and colleges 
should take additional precautionary measures in areas 
where the transmission of the virus is high. These areas are 
defined as areas of national government intervention. 
In these local intervention (lockdown) areas, in education 
settings where Year 7 and above are educated, face 
coverings should be worn by adults and pupils when moving 
around, such as in corridors and communal areas where 
social distancing is difficult to maintain. As in the general 
approach, it will not usually be necessary to wear face 
coverings in the classroom, where protective measures 
already mean the risks are lower, and they may inhibit 
teaching and learning. 
In the event of new local restrictions being imposed, schools 
and colleges will need to communicate quickly and clearly to 
staff, parents, pupils and learners that the new 
arrangements require the use of face coverings in certain 
circumstances. This updated guidance on face coverings for 
areas of national government intervention will come into 
effect on 1 September. Separate guidance will be issued on 
this. 
 
 
 
Hazard/Infection control Action Review 
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Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently 
touched surfaces often using standard products, such as 
detergents and bleach 
Points to consider and implement: 

• putting in place a cleaning schedule that ensures 
cleaning is generally enhanced and includes: 

• more frequent cleaning of rooms and shared 
areas that are used by different groups 

• frequently touched surfaces being cleaned 
more often than normal 

• toilets will need to be cleaned regularly and pupils 
must be encouraged to clean their hands thoroughly 
after using the toilet - different groups being allocated 
their own toilet blocks could be considered but is not 
a requirement if the site does not allow for it 

Public Health England has published revised guidance for 
cleaning non-healthcare settings to advise on general cleaning 
required in addition to the existing advice on cleaning those 
settings when there is a suspected case. 
 

PFI Engie contract in terms of cleaning is embedded here: 

 
 
 
In addition, LA guidance on cleaning after a Covid case is also 
embedded here: 
 

 
 
Additional requirements from Engie: 

1. Bins in classrooms emptied twice a day. 
2. Enhanced cleaning of external doors. 
3. Enhanced cleaning of toilets. 
4. All tables in Heartspace and G1 cleaned down after break 

and dinner. 
 
Staff will make sure that they spray the desks after children have 
used them and the children will clean where they have sat before 
leaving. 
There will be disinfectant wipes for computer keyboards in 
classrooms and disinfectant spray. (Office).  
 

1.8.20 Updated 
guidance from 
DfE with 
revised 
guidance from 
PHE. Further 
actions from 
school not 
necessary as 
all included. 

 
  

Rochdale Schools 
BSF COVID 19 BCP.zip

PG COVID Cleaning 
process to follow if a potive test is found in a building.docx
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Hazard/Infection control Action Review 
Active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 
Government guidance states: 
 
Schools must ensure they understand the NHS Test and Trace 
process and how to contact their local Public Health England 
health protection team. Any positive cases that staff are made 
aware of must be communicated to Lisa and Janice. Schools 
must ensure that staff members and parents/carers 
understand that they will need to be ready and willing to: 
 

• book a test if they are displaying symptoms. Staff and 
pupils must not come into the school if they have 
symptoms, and must be sent home to self-isolate if 
they develop them in school. All children can be 
tested, including children under 5, but children aged 
11 and under will need to be helped by their 
parents/carers if using a home testing kit 

• provide details of anyone they have been in close 
contact with if they were to test positive for 
coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and 
Trace 

• self-isolate if they have been in close contact with 
someone who develops coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms or someone who tests positive for 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 
 

1. HT and HT PA  are responsible for reporting to local Public 
Health. Any positive cases that staff are made aware of 
must be communicated to both these members of staff. 
The single point of contact is: 
InfectionControlDutyDesk@Rochdale.Gov.UK 

2. In order to help with NHS Test and Trace we are asking 
that all classes have a seating plan which is maintained 
and, if reflection room is to be used, a seating plan is kept. 
This will be in alphabetical order which will enable us to 
support test and trace.  

3. Rochdale have a walk in centre at the Town Hall. We will 
ensure that when we communicate with parents if they 
are collecting their child that they are clear about the need 
for immediately testing and provide, where possible, 
translation. We will call on our existing staff to ensure they 
are able to help with this. 

4. Where pupils are mixing in year groups i.e. with a small 
additional needs group, records of children will be kept to 
enable test and trace. 

5. Additional Test and Trace requirement sent to Public 
Health England and embedded here. 
 

 
 

6. 31.8.20 In the event of a positive case in school, the 
Headteacher will liaise with local infection desk and undertake 
contact tracing in school using the rule as described by public 
health England – who have they been in contact with for more 
than 15 minutes and less than 2m distance? Who have they been 

1.8.20 Updated 
point 5 to 
include 
additional test 
and trace 
requirements. 
 
31.8.20 
updated 
following public 
health briefing 
on 27.8.20 

Test  Trace Update 
to WRA - 15 July 2020.docx
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in contact with for more than 1minute and less than 1m distance. 
Seating plans and registers are very important for this. The HT will 
be responsive to  this and may have to deploy a member of staff 
specifically to this if we see more than 1 positive case in a period of 
time. 

  



13 
 

 

Hazard/Infection control Action Review 
Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social 
distancing wherever possible 
Minimising contacts and mixing between people reduces 
transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This is important in 
all contexts, and schools must consider how to implement 
this. Schools must do everything possible to minimise contacts 
and mixing while delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. 
The overarching principle to apply is reducing the number of 
contacts between children and staff. This can be achieved 
through keeping groups separate (in ‘bubbles’) and through 
maintaining distance between individuals. These are not 
alternative options and both measures will help, but the 
balance between them will change depending on: 

• children’s ability to distance 
• the lay out of the school 
• the feasibility of keeping distinct groups separate 

while offering a broad curriculum (especially at 
secondary) 

It is likely that for younger children the emphasis will be on 
separating groups, and for older children it will be on 
distancing. For children old enough, they should also be 
supported to maintain distance and not touch staff where 
possible. 
 
 

 
The different scenarios and the formal consideration given 
throughout to manage this process has been embedded in this 
document.  
 

• Pupils will move to and from lessons. 
• There will be a phased induction for two weeks to ensure 

that movement can be managed. 
• One way system in place which minimises cross over. 
• Dinner time extended and tables zoned. 
• Pupils move at the end of break and dinner at different 

times which will minimise pressure. 
• Use of outdoor areas to move children (areas which have 

previously been locked at the back of the building). 
• No assemblies for first two weeks. 
• Children will come in PE kit to minimise pressure on 

changing rooms. 
• Changes have been made to practical lessons following 

subject guidance. 
• Pupils sat in forward facing classrooms for majority of 

lessons. Where this isn’t possible then for no more than 
one lesson.  

• Guidance given to staff in terms of the number of people 
who can be in an office and guidance in terms of staff work 
rooms. 

• KS3 bands in groups of 90 in lessons but with some mixing 
between the year group at dinner; KS4 in year groups. 

 

September 
2020.docx

Scenario 
planning.docx
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SECTION B – Staff, Pupil and Families Assessment 
Hazard/Infection control Action Review 
There is an increased risk to our BAME community in terms of 
the virus and at present advice and guidance as to what 
actions will be taken. 
We also know that poverty and underlying physical health 
issues have an impact. 
We also know that there has been an increase in the mental 
health and wellbeing of BAME young people.  
 

Pregnant women are in the ‘clinically vulnerable’ 
category, and are generally advised to follow the above 
advice, which applies to all staff in schools. Employers 
should conduct a risk assessment for pregnant women in 
line with the Management of Health and Safety at Work 
Regulations 1999 (MHSW). 

The Royal College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
(RCOG) has 
published https://www.rcog.org.uk/en/guidelines-
research-services/guidelines/coronavirus-pregnancy/ 

This document includes advice for women from 28 weeks 
gestation or with underlying health conditions who may 
be at greater risk. We advise employers and pregnant 
women to follow this advice and to continue to monitor 
for future updates to it (31.8.20) 

 

 
The scenario planning highlights the thought and consideration 
that has gone into the re-opening. 
In addition: 

• Phased induction 
• Regular lines of communication between staff and pupils; 

staff and line managers; SLT and staff. 
• Weekly union meetings with HT. 
• Updates from PHE. 
• Individual staff risk assessments to be updated on return 

and reviewed regularly. 
• Follow the HR guidance from Local Authority which is 

embedded at the start of this risk assessment. 
• Regular communication with parents and communities. 
• Accepting that masks can be worn in schools to alleviate 

concerns. 
• Update from 26.8.20 – masks are to be worn in communal 

areas around the building due to local restrictions. 
• Update from 31.8.20 – staff who are in their third 

trimester will not teach face to face with pupils until they 
go on maternity leave. 

26.8.20 update 
to reflect new 
guidance on 
face coverings. 
 
31.8.20 
updated to 
include local 
information 
about pregnant 
staff. 

 
  

Scenario 
planning.docx
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SECTION C – Additional Health and Safety Measures 
Hazard/Infection control Action Review 
HSE guidance on Air Conditioning states that air 
conditioning can be used.  
No guidance on hand dryers saying they cannot be 
used from HSE. 
Regular checks that need to be undertaken as part 
of the buildings programme. 
Biometrics tough and swipe. 
No further guidance about soft furnishings not being 
allowed to be used. 
 

1. Spoke with Engie and they will be advised by the 
school. We will take a view that we will not put 
any air conditioning on for the first two weeks until 
we get further guidance. 

2. Will allow hand dryers in the toilets. 
3. Engie have plan to ensure all regulatory checks 

are undertaken as part of their agreement. 
Embedded earlier. 

4. No guidance that biometrics can’t be used; 
encourage pupils to use hand sanitiser regularly 
after managing this. 

5. Where possible we will make sure that chairs/soft 
furnishings are for individual staff.  

 
 

 

Emergency procedures 1. Fire procedures will continue as per school plan. 
The procedures mean that pupils do not mix 
bubbles. 

2. In the case of invacuation procedures, pupils will 
remain in the bubbles. 

3. PEEPS will remain and not be affected as 
physical distancing for less than 1m when it can 
not be avoided is part of guidance. 
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SECTION D- Actions in case of a local lockdown 
Hazard/Infection control Action Review 
In local areas where restrictions have been implemented for 
certain sectors (from national direction), we anticipate that 
education and childcare will usually remain fully open to all, 
with the additional requirement that face coverings should be 
worn by staff and pupils in schools and colleges, from year 7 
and above, outside classrooms when moving around 
communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be 
maintained (tier 1 onwards, as below). Being in nursery, school 
and college is vital for children and young people’s education 
and wellbeing. It is also important that parents and carers are 
able to return to work, and having access to childcare will allow 
that to happen. 
There may be exceptional circumstances in which some level 
of restriction to education or childcare is required in a local 
area. In those situations, restrictions will be implemented in a 
phased manner – the key aim being to retain as much face-to-
face education and access to childcare as possible. These 
‘tiers of restriction’ will ensure that extensive limitations on 
education and childcare are a last resort, and that priority is 
given to vulnerable children and children of critical workers for 
face-to-face provision in all cases. 
Where there are no local restrictions in place, education 
provision should continue to remain fully open to all, and these 
tiers do not apply. 
Application of the tiers 
Even in areas of national intervention, where restrictions have 
been implemented for other sectors, we anticipate that 
education and childcare provision will usually remain fully open 
to all, with the additional requirement that face coverings 
should be worn by staff and pupils in year 7 and above when 
moving around the premises in areas outside classrooms 
where social distancing cannot be maintained (tier 1). 
In the exceptional circumstances where some level of 
restriction to education or childcare is required in a local area, 
local and national partners will carefully consider which of the 
tiers is the most appropriate one to implement. Under the 

1. In the case of moving to Tier 2 – we will work with 
local public health England to run our 3 days in; 2 
days at home rota. We propose that this is more 
viable for learning and ensuring we can continue 
synchronous learning with the curriculum. 

2.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-
schools-can-plan-for-tier-2-local-restrictions/how-
schools-can-plan-for-tier-2-local-restrictions 
 
Govt guidance suggests the following: 
 
A rota system will limit the number of pupils on-site at 
any one time and break transmission chains within 
schools when scheduled time at home is long 
enough for the onset of symptoms to be detected 
before returning. 
Schools should ideally operate a rota system that 
means pupils spend 2 weeks on-site followed by 2 
weeks at home (so, 10 days on-site, with a weekend 
in between, followed by 16 days at home, or in their 
boarding house for pupils in residential settings who 
cannot return home). This allows more than sufficient 
time for symptoms to present themselves and for 
pupils to self-isolate and avoid transmitting the virus 
to others. 
However, schools can choose to operate a one week 
rota (so, 5 days on-site, followed by 9 days at home) 
if this is necessary for the effective delivery of the 
curriculum. This should still allow time for symptoms 

31.8.20 Further 
guidance from 
govt on 27.8.20 
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Coronavirus Act 2020, ultimately the decision to order the 
closure of school and childcare settings is one for central 
government. 
Decisions will need to be made on a case-by-case basis in the 
light of local circumstances, including information about the 
incidence and transmission of coronavirus. Attendance may 
therefore need to be restricted in different ways to those 
outlined below if there is specific health evidence that doing so 
is a necessary measure to help control that specific outbreak 
or transmission risk. 
As measures are relaxed following local restrictions, these tiers 
can be implemented in reverse. This will ensure minimising 
time spent in the highest tiers, so nurseries, childminders, 
schools, colleges and other educational establishments are 
able to extend their opening, in a phased manner if 
appropriate, at the earliest point that it is safe to do so. 
As part of their contingency planning, nurseries, childminders, 
schools and colleges should consider how they would operate 
at each tier in the event that these restrictions become 
necessary in their local area. At each tier, schools, colleges 
and other educational establishments should clearly inform 
pupils and parents/carers which pupils should be in school or 
college at any given time. This is particularly true where a 
school is operating a rota. 
Higher education providers will work with the 
relevant UTLAs and health protection teams to agree any local 
level restrictions. 
Tiers of restrictions 
Tier 1 
The default position for areas in national government 
intervention is that education and childcare settings will remain 
open. An area moving into national intervention with 
restrictions short of education and childcare closure is 
described as ‘tier 1’. There are no changes to childcare, and 
the only difference in education settings is that where pupils in 
year 7 and above are educated, face coverings should be worn 
by adults and pupils when moving around the premises, 
outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal 
areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. 

to present in the vast majority of cases. The 
Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies’ (SAGE) 
modelling of rota systems from the summer term has 
shown only a limited difference in the effectiveness 
of breaking transmission chains between one and 2 
week rotas. 
Rota lengths should not be any shorter than one 
week as this does not provide sufficient time off-site 
for symptoms to present. Schools should plan to 
utilise time over the weekend effectively in order to 
prepare for a different rota group at the start of the 
week. 
It is for schools to decide how best to split their pupils 
into 2 distinct rota groups, but they may wish to 
consider the following: 
• rota groups should consist of ‘bubbles’ that avoid 

mixing with one another, in line with the full 
opening guidance 

• placing pupils likely to come into contact outside 
of school in the same rota group to avoid mixing, 
where practical. For example, those from the 
same household or local area, or for boarding 
schools - those in the same boarding house. 
However, as with ‘bubbles’ and maintaining 
distance, different rota groups are not an ‘all-or-
nothing’ option and will still bring benefits even if 
implemented partially 

• different rota groups can use the same 
classrooms and facilities. Schools should ensure 
cleaning of frequently touched surfaces takes 
place in between use by different rota groups, in 
addition to enhanced cleaning arrangements 
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All nurseries, childminders, schools, colleges and other 
educational establishments should remain open and continue 
to allow all their children and young people to attend, on site, 
with no other restrictions in place. 
Tier 2 
Early years settings, primary schools and alternative provision 
(AP) providers, special schools and other specialist settings 
will continue to allow all children/pupils to attend on site. 
Secondary schools move to a rota model, combining on-site 
provision with remote education. They continue to allow full-
time attendance on site to vulnerable children and young 
people and the children of critical workers. All other pupils 
should not attend on site except for their rota time. Further 
education (FE) providers should adopt similar principles with 
discretion to decide on a model that limits numbers on site but 
works for each individual setting. 
In all areas of national government intervention, education 
settings where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face 
coverings should be worn by adults and pupils when moving 
around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in 
corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot 
easily be maintained. 
Tier 3 
Childcare, nurseries, primary schools, AP, special schools and 
other specialist settings will continue to allow all children/pupils 
to attend on site. Secondary schools, FE colleges and other 
educational establishments would allow full-time on-site 
provision only to vulnerable children, the children of critical 
workers and selected year groups (to be identified by 
Department for Education). Other pupils should not attend on 
site. Remote education to be provided for all other pupils. 
In all areas of national government intervention, education 
settings where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face 
coverings should be worn by adults and pupils when moving 
around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in 
corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot 
easily be maintained. 
Tier 4 

already in place. This should be done using 
standard products such as detergent and bleach, 
in line with existing advice on cleaning. It is not 
necessary to conduct cleaning beyond this with 
other products or equipment between different 
rota groups. Shared resources should also be 
cleaned frequently but to note, for non-plastics 48 
hours (over a weekend) is sufficient time to leave 
between use by different groups 

• vulnerable children and young people and 
children of critical workers should be integrated 
into rota groups, even if they continue to remain 
on-site during weeks their rota group is scheduled 
to be at home (see ‘Full time provision for priority 
groups’ section) 

Whilst a rota system aims to limit the total number of 
pupils on-site at any one time, we recognise that 
numbers on-site will be higher where there is a 
sizeable cohort of vulnerable children and young 
people and children of critical workers. It is important 
that full-time provision is available for these pupils 
and there is no fixed percentage of pupils on-site that 
schools should not exceed. 
 
We will work with and liaise with public health 
England to discuss the rota system we have in place 
and to see if this is viable. This will be updated as we 
receive further updates. 
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All nurseries, childminders, mainstream schools, colleges and 
other educational establishments allow full-time attendance on 
site only to our priority groups: vulnerable children and the 
children of critical workers. All other pupils should not attend 
on site. AP, special schools and other specialist settings will 
allow for full-time on-site attendance of all pupils. Remote 
education to be provided for all other pupils. 
In all areas of national government intervention, education 
settings where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face 
coverings should be worn by adults and pupils when moving 
around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in 
corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot 
easily be maintained. 
 
   

 


