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Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
I would like to thank you for your support during this difficult time and especially the 
way you have supported us when we have had to ask children to self-isolate.  As you 
know, the number of people testing positive is continuing to rise and the number of 
people who cannot get a test or having to wait a considerable time for their results is 
increasing.  Rochdale has been hit particularly hard.  This has implications on us 
being able to operate at full capacity. 
 
I met with my governors last night and we have agreed that for the next two weeks, 
at least, we will be continuing with our 60:40 offer.  That is 3 days in school and 2 
days online. 
 
I said on Friday 11th September that I needed to look at the position of the school this 
week before I changed the current model.  On Monday and Tuesday we were 
informed of three positive cases and I am sure there will be more as the days and 
weeks roll on.  We have been able to limit the length of time children need to be at 
home and have managed to send only two ‘bubbles’ home as opposed to three.  
This is because the online learning has meant that the third pupil who had tested 
positive has not been in school due to the online learning.  
 
You may wonder why it is a bubble we are sending home.  I will try and explain.  We 
have seating plans and the children are sat in alphabetical order.  I could just look at 
those children sat immediately to the side or in front but that: 
 

a) Risks identifying the pupil and family which I am not prepared to do 
b) Takes a risk in that the children are in their bubbles for 5 hours a day 

 
Whilst we get advice and have to report to local infection control, the decision as to 
how many pupils to send home falls to Headteachers.  That is a big responsibility as 
I am not talking about should I send them home if it is snowing, it is about whether I 
am risking their health and that of their families.  Unless the government changes its 
guidance, we will continue to send a ‘bubble’ home and in some cases a year group. 
 
To mitigate this, and with the rising number of positives, we will continue to offer the 
blended learning for at least the next two weeks.  It is likely it will continue until half-
term but I will update you. 
 



Sending children home 
 
We have had a difficult past couple of days in that children who have been asked to 
self-isolate and to whom we have sent text messages have come into school.  I will, I 
am afraid, have to send these children back home even if we can’t get in contact with 
you.  It is vitally important during this time that you check our website regularly for 
updates, make sure we have your up-to-date mobile numbers and sign up for Parent 
Mail.  In the surrounding confusion of this pandemic, we have tried throughout to 
communicate clearly, regularly and in a variety of ways.  We are a family and you are 
our extended family so please help us all to manage the situation at Falinge even if 
there is confusion elsewhere. 
 
Face masks 
 
The government have said it is mandatory for pupils to wear face masks on corridors 
within schools in areas like Rochdale.  Please help us by speaking to your child 
about the importance of bringing their face mask to school and why they should wear 
it. 
 
I said early on in this lockdown that unless we work together carefully, communicate 
and listen to each other, we won’t get through it.  There are very difficult days and 
weeks ahead and there will be further disruption as and when we get new cases.  I 
promised parents we would offer a full education and that is what we are doing.  I will 
do my very best to make sure that our children are not further disadvantaged by 
disruption to school and whilst I understand how frustrating this may be, I ask that we 
work together so that Falinge remains a strong community school and one in which 
there is real hope for the future and strength in our ties.  I want all our children to 
flourish and thrive and I think we can do that. 
 
On-line learning 
 
This model continues up until at least Friday 2nd October: 
 
  Y11 Y10 Y9 Y8 Y7 
Monday  In school In school In school Online Online 
Tuesday  In school Online In school Online In school 
Wednesday  Online In school Online In school In school 
Thursday  Online In school Online In school In school 
Friday  In school Online In school In school Online 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
  


