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Our ref: JA/lr 
 
30th October 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardian, 
 
Over half term I have written to you a number of times when I have been notified of positive 
cases in our children. I am writing to you now to give some clear guidance as to what will 
happen next week. 
 
8P – Year 8 pupils are online on Monday 2nd November and Tuesday 3rd November. I have 
asked all pupils in the band 8P to self-isolate over the holidays and on Monday 2nd 
November I will contact Year 8 parents to give further details as to when this self-isolation 
date ends. 8P should log onto Google classroom at 8.25am for the live learning. 
 
9S – I contacted parents of pupils in Band 9S and asked them to self-isolate over half term. 
9S are not to come to school on Monday 2nd November. 9F and 9P will be able to come into 
school. On Monday 2nd November I will communicate with 9S parents as to when their self-
isolation will end. 9S should log onto Google classroom at 8.25am for the live learning. 
 
Y11 – I have asked all Year 11 to self-isolate and this needs to continue. Year 11 will not be 
back in school until Monday 9th November. On Monday I will give further details to Year 11 
pupils. Since I wrote to Year 11, I have been notified of two more cases in this year group: 
one of the cases the pupil did not have any symptoms 48 hours preceding them being in 
school; the other pupil I am just trying to seek more information from as I have only just 
received the information (5pm Thursday 29.10.20) This is not the fault of the pupil as they 
have only just received their test results. I will address this tomorrow after this letter has 
been sent when I have further information. 
 
Year 11 absolutely must make sure they log on, their attendance online is 96% so I know 
they value their education. I am going to look at interventions being delivered online as well. 
As you may know, there is further talk about GCSEs being cancelled particularly because us 
in the North have been hit hard with positive cases. I have no idea if this will happen – 
maybe if other areas of the country have the same issues as us then a decision will be 
made. However, to minimise the risk of this happening, we will be making sure we have 
some exams towards the end of this month in Year 11 so that if we need to we can make 
sure we have some formal assessments which could contribute to their final grades if exams 
are cancelled. 
 
What I will be doing on Monday is identifying the pupils who have been sat next to positive 
cases on the last day of school and giving further information to those pupils. I will also give 
all parents more details about how we are going to manage the bubbles isolating. I will do 
that in person as well as in writing. 
 
I am a very optimistic person but I will be absolutely straight with you here: I anticipate that 
there will be much further disruption throughout November and December. This is not going 
to stop and I believe that the next four weeks will be particularly hard. It is likely that all pupils 
will be spending time at home when someone tests positive in their bubble and to some  
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pupils this will happen more than once. I will give you more information on how this will work 
next week. I have three priorities I believe at this time:  
 

1) to try my best to make sure there is no school to school transmission and to keep 
your children safe that way. So far, it doesn’t look as if there has been but I cannot 
guarantee this.  
2) to make sure they don’t miss out on their learning. The quality of our online 
learning, whilst no full substitute for in class learning, is high and within school we are 
busy improving our practice online all the time. We are making sure they get the very 
best they can online. 
3) maintain a positive atmosphere in school and ensure that we still give your 
children as many opportunities as we can during this time. School is a happy place 
for the most part and I will work to keep it that way. 

 
One factor which may affect learning is if staff absence is high. We have been very fortunate 
so far in that we have not had to close year groups due to a lack of staff and I have not had 
any supply teachers in. We have not had a significant number of absences from staff. If a 
lesson has to be covered, we have been able to do it with a member of staff delivering from 
home if they have been asked to self-isolate. I hope this is able to continue but there are so 
many unknowns. I will tell you next week how I am going to try and protect the staff further. I 
am very proud of the staff who have adapted to this new way of teaching and who are really 
working hard – they too have a number of restrictions on what they can and can’t do in 
school and the restrictions will also increase on them these next seven weeks. 
 
I asked Public Health on Tuesday 27.10.20 if they were worried about the number of 
infections in school. They said that the number we have had in school is low for the number 
of individuals in the building and the number of contacts those individuals will have. I have 
worked it out as I must admit I was worried this week but it is less than 1% of individuals in 
the building have tested positive. We should not become complacent though and this is why 
I am being so honest with you in that there will be further disruption. 
 
Please may I ask that all your children have a mask as well as it is mandatory that they wear 
a mask on the corridor. This is not voluntary, it is part of the requirements in a Tier 3 area. If 
pupils do not have their mask on as they wait for their dinner they will be taken out of the 
queue and asked to come back for their dinner at the very end. Whether you or your child 
believes in masks or not, it is very clear what my duty is as the Headteacher in that masks 
must be worn by all pupils at all times when out of classrooms and walking to their 
classroom and the government are very clear that it is my responsibility to make sure that 
happens. 
 
I am perfectly happy for your children to wear a mask in class as my teachers and support 
staff do. Many children do. 
 
It is not the nicest message to send to parents before we come back but I must be honest 
with you that I believe there will be further disruption throughout the next seven weeks. You 
may be frustrated, angry, fed up but I hope that our partnerships are strong enough to get 
through what I feel may be a tough term.  
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Therefore, to clarify, the only pupils who should be in school on Monday 2nd November will 
be Year 10 who are returning from their isolation, 9F and 9P who have not been asked to 
self-isolate. All other pupils should log on at 8.25am. If you are not sure you can always 
email me at allenj@falingepark.com – it is probably best to do it direct to me as I would like 
my teachers and staff to have a break so I know that I will be able to get back to you. It may 
not be straight away but I will try and get back to you within the same day. That goes for 
pupils as well as I receive a number of emails each day from pupils so please don’t feel as if 
you can’t – at this time if you want the answer to something related to Covid, it is probably 
easier to do it to me. 
 
Sorry for all this. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 

 

 

Miss J Allen 

Headteacher 

mailto:allenj@falingepark.com

