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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to thank you for your support since March but particularly over these 
past six weeks.  In this letter I will explain how our practice has worked, what we 
need to do to get better and what next half term will look like. 
 
Number of Cases 
 
Of the children who have tested positive since September, all of these were 
family/community transmissions and we have had, so far, no cases which have been 
transmitted via school  We know this because they have all been in different year 
groups and at different times.  Over the past seven weeks we have sent home 3 
bubbles of 90 in Year 7 and I am so sorry that Year 7 have had such a disrupted 
start.  As I have said to some parents, we will be working very hard to help them feel 
connected fully to the school after half term.   
 
We also had to send home 2 weeks ago a bubble in Year 9 of 90 pupils and I had to 
send home 30 Year 10 pupils who are part of the Manchester City group as the 
Coach tested positive.  Unfortunately, on Monday this week I asked Year 10 to stay 
at home and self-isolate as there was a positive case in Year 10. 
 
I believe we have had less disruption than we might have had because at times the 
children who have tested positive have been online for the 48 hours prior to 
displaying symptoms.  Also, parents have kept them at home whilst they await the 
results of a test – this is really important – if parents or members of a household are 
awaiting results of a test, they must not be sent into school until the results are 
received.  If positive, the whole household must self-isolate for 14 days. 
 
Even though it would appear we have had slightly fewer cases than we might have 
thought, there are still things we need to improve on for children who are self-
isolating because of family members.  I will outline this below. 
 
When Children are Self-Isolating – Practice in School 
 
After speaking to some parents, I know there have been frustrations if work hasn’t 
been put on Google Classroom first thing.  This appears to have hit Year 7 
particularly which isn’t good. 
 
We are changing some procedures in the office to address how quickly we get the 
information from the office to the class teachers notifying if a pupil is self-isolating.  It 
can be very difficult as we take in a number of calls in the morning and the teacher 
may be teaching.  To address this, we have put new procedures in place so that 
there are more staff taking calls and notifying teachers in a quicker timeframe. 



 
We will make sure that work is on Google Classroom by 11am.  This is not ‘live’ 
lessons but the work the children would have been doing in class.  We cannot invite 
pupils into the class the child should have been in as that is not within our 
safeguarding procedures.  The work can be supplemented with pre-recorded video 
material on our website, the revision books we purchased for children and the 
government’s Oak National Academy.  If there are any issues with the work that is 
available when families are self-isolating please get in contact with my Deputy 
Headteacher, Mrs O’Reilly. 
 
After Half Term 
 
Even if we are told there will be a ‘circuit break’ or extended half term – and I know 
no more than you will – the first week back after half term will continue with the 
60:40 model.  We will then move to the 80:20 model as I outlined earlier this term. I 
think I have negotiated with the marquee company to keep the marquees until 
Easter and that should be confirmed this week.  This helps keep the space at dinner 
time and break time. 
 
I will contact you again via social media this week and all our communication is on 
the website so please check that regularly for the most up-to-date information. 
 
All that remains is to thank you for your patience and support.  If you need to ask any 
questions I am available on allenj@falingepark.com  I will be taking Monday to 
Wednesday off next week so will only be able to answer if anything urgent comes up. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
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