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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
The announcement on Saturday 31st October 2020 about a national lockdown for 4 
weeks has pushed me towards making a decision regarding the blended learning 
offer at Falinge.  I have spoken before about wanting to bring another year group in 
but with the situation being as it is I will continue with the 60:40 offer until the New 
Year. 
 
The number of positive cases that have been reported to me over half term up to 
Friday were double that of the seven weeks previously.  Since Friday half term that 
has increased again with 7 cases reported to me.  It is clear the cases are rising 
even when the children are not in school, however, that does not mean we should 
forget our safety measures.  I think the fact I am able to create space in the building 
and offer a full curriculum is benefiting us as a school and this is why I will continue 
with a 60:40 offer as we face another lockdown. 
 
I will make some changes however to how we ask children to self-isolate and this is 
through discussion with public health last week. 
 

1. We will ask all children in a bubble (90 in Years, 7, 8 and 9) and a full year 
group in Years 10 and 11 to learn from home if there is a positive case in that 
bubble.  We can provide a better learning experience for a class of pupils if 
they are at home together. 

2. We will contact pupils individually if they have been in close proximity and ask 
them to self-isolate for 14 days. 

 
There is a distinction here – whilst during the lockdown it will always involve a bubble 
learning from home, we will make a distinction between those who have been in the 
same class and those who have been sat next to a positive case.  We hope this will 
help families.  I will give more guidance about that this week. 
 
Bands 
 
I know a couple of parents have asked me to clarify bands and classes in my 
communication. 
 
In Years 7, 8 and 9 we have 3 bands of 90 pupils: 
 
F 
P 
S 
 
 
 



 
Their form groups are named after their teachers, so you might have 8FC or 8PC.  
What your child needs to look for on their timetables is the band – the classes they 
are in which isn’t their form group. 
 
Hopefully, we won’t be in a situation where we will be having to notify parents again 
of positive cases whilst we are at home. 
 
As I wrote last week, with no knowledge of what was being planned by government, 
it certainly looked as if November will be difficult and the news we received on 
Saturday will only add to that frustration.  We can only control what we can and I 
think by giving clarity about what will happen in school from now until we break for 
the Christmas holidays may help families to have a bit more control. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
  


