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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We have been running our blended learning since we returned in September.  First and 
foremost, this was always about compelling learning: how could I ensure that we were able 
to offer your children a full curriculum within the health and safety restrictions of Covid?  How 
could I ensure we were able to make sure our children did not fall further behind after the 
lockdown?  How could we continue to improve?  How could we prepare our children for 
online learning when there were positive cases and make sure the quality of the online 
learning was excellent? 
 
We began with a phased induction in September.  We extended for another 2 weeks as it 
was working well and I planned to bring everyone back for four days at the start of October 
and have full occupancy by October half-term.  As you know, the day we were due to bring 
everybody back, that morning I had to change our plans as we had to send another bubble 
home. 
 
We went into further restrictions in Greater Manchester in October, before the second 
lockdown, and when cases were rising swiftly.  I have shared with you before how the cases 
started to rise before we finished; over half-term I dealt with an average of 2 cases a day; 
and in November cases continued to rise. 
 
Despite this we were seeing attendance online of between 93-97% a day; we were seeing in 
school attendance of 90-91%.  We were able to run all our support groups and interventions 
for children with Special Educational Needs.  We were delivering peripatetic music teaching, 
speech and language therapy and health were in school and we had assessed the learning 
gaps in children and were addressing these.  I have not had to bring supply staff in or send 
groups of pupils home due to teacher absence.  With the situation as it was, and a second 
lockdown, with the support of my governors I decided to continue our blended learning while 
preparing for the full return of our pupils. 
 
On 27th November, the Department for Education issued new guidance with an explicit 
instruction that any decision to initiate local restrictions will be on a case by case basis and 
educational settings should not move to implement restrictive measures of the kind set out in 
the contingency framework without the explicit agreement of the Department for Education.  
This applies to the approach we have taken. 
 
The Department for Education confirmed on Friday 4 th December that we should stop our 
60:40 model as it would fall into a restrictive measure.  As you know, we have been able to 
deliver a full curriculum, when pupils are online they have face to face teaching which is 
responsive, where the pupils submit work and it aligns with what they are doing in class.  I 
am very proud of what we have achieved: of our staff, our pupils and the support you have 
given me personally and to the school.  I do not regret what we did; we did the best thing for 
our school, our context, our families, our community and learning.  Putting learning at the 
heart is central to every action we take. 
 
On Monday 14th December, all year groups will be in school full time, five days a week.  
There are some implications here which I will set out again in another letter later this week. 
These relate to: 



 
 
 
 
Break time  
We will not be able to serve toast at break time for the last week of school.  Our breakfast 
club will continue to run and I encourage children to attend. 
 
Self-isolation in a family or individual case 
Where a child is self-isolating and we do not send a bubble home then your child will have 
work set on Google Classroom. There will be no ‘online learning days’.  The Google 
Classroom is high quality – but it is not face to face.  If a bubble has to be sent home, the 
bubble will receive live learning of the kind we have been working on over the past 13 
weeks. 
 
I am sure you may have many questions, please do email me as always on 
allenj@falingepark.com or telephone the school with any questions and I will ask a member 
of my Senior Team to get back to you. 
 
We are a strong school, a strong community and we care for each other.  Whilst the full 
occupancy is a little sooner than we thought; it is not a challenge that cannot be overcome.  
We have learnt an incredible amount over the past 13 weeks and we have forged even 
better relationships together since March 2020.  This is to be cherished and to be built on – 
we have not stopped as a school, and we are stronger because of the way we – school, 
staff, parents, families, and children – work together.  I believe that will continue. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
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