
 

 

 
 
 
Our ref: JA/lf 
 
6th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
Update on Prime Minister’s briefing re: National Lockdown 
 
I’m sorry you are only just receiving this letter. I will be honest in that following the 
Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday I was left a little dumbstruck into what I 
would write to parents and families. Whilst we probably all knew it was coming, I 
think it was the swiftness of the change when on Sunday and during the day on 
Monday we were still being told that schools would be open. Nevertheless, we were 
set up to go immediately with the live learning as we have done today. 
 
The government have said that schools will be shut until at least February half term. 
This worries me as it is a considerable length of time for pupils to be out. If this was 
to extend beyond February half term then I would hope that there is a more nuanced 
view of how we bring children back and I have written to Nick Gibb, the Education 
Minister, to share again our 60:40 model which reduces numbers in school, ensuring 
that children are able to physically distance whilst ensuring they are in school and 
learning. 
 
Over the next couple of days I will be working with my teams in school to look at 
what additional support we can put in place for all pupils to support with their learning 
and progress. Once I have done this and have a clear plan for additional support 
online, I will write to parents and families again and share a video for parents 
explaining what we can do. 
 
Once I am told what the situation is with exams for our Year 11 then I will also write 
and explain this to you all and how we are going to deal with the issues that are 
presented. 
 
If you are struggling in any way as a family, please do get in contact with me or any 
of my team. Since September we have built some strong partnerships with voluntary 
and charitable organisations and we may be able to signpost and support with the 
many difficulties parents and families may find themselves in. Please don’t struggle 
alone, we may be physically distant again but we may be able to help. As always, my 
email is allenj@falingepark.com 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
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