
 

 

 
 
 
 
Our ref: JA/lf 
 
24th February 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
I am writing to you as I have more information on how we will bring our pupils back to school on 
March 8th.  I aim to give clarity about what may be shared via social media, press conferences and 
soundbites and what the reality is of making the government’s ambition happen. 
 
Testing and how it links to returning to school on March 8th 
For pupils to return to school the government would like us to test pupils 3 times at school and 
then they will be providing pupils with home tests for you to test your children twice a week.  It is 
strongly encouraged that all pupils are tested on their return. 
 
The guidance states that we can phase the return of pupils throughout the first week to manage 
the number of pupils passing through the test site at any one time.  This, as you can imagine, is 
logistically very difficult for us to organise.  Next week I will write to you in a lot more detail about 
the testing but I want to share with you now how that first week will look. 
 
We will invite pupils in at a specific time on these dates: 
 
Monday 8th March  Year 11 
Tuesday 9th March  Year 10 
Wednesday 10th March Year 7 
Thursday 11th March Year 8 
Friday 12th March   Year 9 
 
Your child does not return to school until the day they have been given and the specific time.  They 
will receive live lessons until the day of their return.  We can only phase our pupils in over the first 
week and get them all tested.  We have 1350 pupils in school so to get them all tested requires a 
significant amount of planning.  Once tested, pupils remain in school if their results are negative.  If 
consent is not given for testing, pupils still arrive at the time and date that will be given next week.   
 
Face masks 
The government have stated that all children from Year 7 upwards will have to wear face masks in 
lessons and anywhere else inside.  There is no reason why any members of the public shouldn’t 
have a face mask now and the exemptions are limited very clearly to a small minority whereby 
they find it difficult to put on or remove a face mask due to a physical or learning disability or if they 
need to be able to read facial expressions or lips due to a hearing impairment. There are some 
children in school who have been told that they do not need to wear masks due to asthma or other 
issues by their parents or through groups on social media.  This would appear to no longer be the 
case.  I do not want to get into this debate with families – it is not for me to do this.  What I ask 
however is if your child falls into this category you please have a think about how we can manage 
this in school – ideally by providing a mask or by contacting any of the following staff to discuss 
prior to their return: 
 



 
 

 Ms Kowalski 

 Ms Turrell 

 Mrs Pottinger 
 
We do have some children who persistently do not bring a mask to school and we have to supply 
them with disposable masks.  I don’t think this is fair.  It has cost the school over £2000 to provide 
disposable masks.  We are going to provide a reusable mask, a cloth one, for children so that it 
can be worn in class and around the building; if a child then comes without a mask we will charge 
the child for a mask.  It is not pleasant to get to this point but with 1350 pupils in school and an 
unvaccinated staff, I have 180 adults to worry about as well as the pupils and families so this is the 
stance I am reluctantly taking. 
 
Positive cases in school/bubbles 
All staff and pupils will be provided with the ability to test for COVID symptoms twice a week.  This 
should minimise the number of potential cases.  If there is a positive case then I will no longer be 
sending home a bubble or year group.  I will only be sending home children who are within a 2m 
distance of a positive case.  I will review this over the next three weeks.  Our priority is getting the 
children back and no further disruption which is why the testing before returning is a feature of the 
government operations for school and the mandatory wearing of face masks in the classroom has 
been added. 
 
I will keep you updated regularly over this next week. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

 


