
 

 

Our ref: JA/lf 
 
29th March 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
As I shared in my short video with you on Wednesday 24th March, I am writing to give 
further detail on uniform and punctuality after Easter.  I will also talk a little about 
positive cases in school since we returned. 
 
Punctuality 
 
The difficulty of the one-way system is that it does mean that children are naturally a 
little late to lessons.  The majority of our children are excellent in the fact that they go 
sensibly to lessons.  A small handful of children use the one way system as an excuse 
to be late to lessons – we will address this with those specific children. 
 
Pupils will be given a sanction if they are persistently late and we know they are taking 
advantage of the extra measures we have in place to be deliberately late for lessons. 
 
We are, however, going to start the sanctions for any child who is late to school from 
Monday 19th April.  We think there has been enough time for pupils to acclimatise to 
school and it is important that they are in school for 8.25am. 
 
Uniform 
 
Many of our pupils have grown out of their uniform.  We have worked hard to support 
families in providing new uniform where needed and if anyone is struggling we will 
support financially.  In Years 7 – 10 we are insisting from Monday 19th April: 
 

 No hoodies, coats or jackets in school.  It will be warm enough for us to manage. 

 Black shoes or trainers – they must be completely back, no reflective markings. 

 No jeans. 

 Pupils can either wear their summer shirt and PE jumper; summer shirt and 
blazer; tie, shirt and blazer. 

 Black skirt or trousers. 
 
For Year 11, we will be taking a calculated risk.  We will be allowing pupils to either 
wear the school uniform above or their own clothes.  We have decided to do this for 
two reasons: 
  



 

1. We know that many of our Year 11 have missing items of uniform.  This will be 
a problem as I do not believe it is reasonable to ask parents to buy a uniform 
for 6 weeks.  However, the fact that our Year 11 are wearing bits of uniform and 
bits of own clothes means it is not setting the tone effectively for other year 
groups.  We need to manage this and focus on getting it right for Years 7 – 10. 

 
2. Our Year 11 are going to be needing to focus on their assessments for their 

GCSEs.  I want my staff to be able to focus on the main issue – learning – as 
opposed to having conversations about uniform. 
 

This is a calculated risk and if it wasn’t for COVID then there is no way we would be 
doing this.  However, we are where we are and I want to get the school back to normal 
as quickly as we possibly can. 
 
PE Kit 
 
We will be asking pupils to change into their PE kit from Monday 19th April. This 
includes Year 11. We can do this as we have our Specialist Technician released form 
the testing so that we can disinfect the changing rooms between groups.  
 
Positive Covid cases 
 
We have had more positive cases than I perhaps anticipated with many being picked 
up by the lateral flow devices. We are only sending home the immediate close contacts 
as in those that are sat next to a positive case or directly in front. This does mean that 
we often can only make you aware once we are in school of who needs to be sent 
home. I know this is frustrating but because I am only able to send home a “bubble” 
or year group if agreed with Public Health then my hands are a little tied. I apologise 
but hope you understand.  
 
School finishes on Thursday 1st April at 2.45pm and re-opens on Monday 19th April 
2021 at 8.25am.  If I do not write to you before we finish I wish you all a Happy Easter 
and Ramadan Mubarak. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
 
 

 
 
 
 


