
Falinge Park High School 

Centre Assessed Grades 

Subject: Combined Science 

FPHS Assessment Model The school has ensured a clear and robust assessment model which is purposeful, valid 
and reliable. It is based on the Ofqual guidance that ‘teachers should make a holistic 
judgement of each student’s performance on a range of evidence relating to the subject 
content that has been delivered by the teacher.’ Teachers will make professional 
judgements as to which evidence is used for which pupils so that no pupil is 
disadvantaged. This will be quality assured by the Senior Leaders in the school so that 
judgements made are objective and free from bias, conscious or unconscious.  

Range of Evidence which 
could be used from 
across the course: 

 Expert Assessments-designed using past papers and exam board materials 

 Expert Assessments designed using new exam board material 

 Mock Exams-designed around past papers and/or board materials and mark 
schemes 

 Independent work evidencing attainment 
 

Expert Assessments 
Pre-Jan 2021 

For assessment 1 subject leader and assessment leader worked closely to create 
a tailored online assessment that covered the following units for both H and F: 

Biology: 4.1 Cell Biology & 4.2 Organisation 

Chemistry: 5.1 Atomic structure & 5.2 Bonding, structure and properties of matter. 

Physics: 6.1 Energy  & 6.2 Electricity   

AO1 and AO2 were the main focus of this assessment 

Following guidance from Ofqual we decided as a department not to continue teaching 
new content.  The following units will not be assessed by us: C9 and C10. 

Expert Assessments 
Jan-Easter 

 
For assessment 2 we decided that we wanted to re-assess all of the units from 
assessment 1 because of obvious reliability issues (completing them online) and 
other content from year 10/start of year 11.  Assessment 2 covered: 

Biology: 4.1 Cell Biology & 4.2 Organisation & 4.3 Infection and Response & 4.4 
Bioenergetics 

Chemistry: 5.1 Atomic structure & 5.2 Bonding, structure and properties of matter & 5.3 
Quantitative Chemistry & 5.4 Chemical Changes & 5.5 Energy Changes  

Physics: 6.1 Energy  & 6.2 Electricity & 6.3 Particle model of matter & 6.4 Atomic 
structure 
 
For this paper the subject and assessment lead decided which questions to 
include and at what level.  Having reflected on the validity and reliability of 
assessment 1 and what information it told us we ensured we weighted the paper 
appropriately (40% AO1, 40% AO2 and 20% AO3) and selected only low/standard 
demand questions for the foundation paper and standard/high demand 
questions for the higher paper.  Questions were taken from the eAQA website 
from previous terminal assessments.  We asked staff to review the paper and 
check for any construct irrelevance, and removed where necessary.   

Expert Assessments 
Easter-May Half term 

Expert Assessment 4 (w/b – 26th April) –  Biology paper 1 (official AQA 
paper)  



Using Exam Board 
materials 

Expert Assessment 5 (w/b – 3rd May)–  Chemistry paper 1 (official AQA 
paper)  
Expert Assessment 6 (w/b – 10th May) –Physics paper 1 (official AQA 
paper) 
Expert Assessment 7 (w/b – 17th May) – Modified paper using AQA 
Additional Assessment materials 

Standardisation and 
moderation processes 

Expert assessment 1:  
Pre-moderation process completed before the assessment to agree on 
acceptable answers. Following the assessment Staff suggested improvements to 
improve validity and reliability – minutes taken and actioned.   
 
Expert assessment 2:  
Pre-moderation: the department strength tested the mark scheme and decided 
on acceptable answers for each question – staff brought along pupil answers and 
a mark scheme to this meeting to aid discussion.  We agreed on a set tolerance 
for extended writing questions and then began marking.   
 
Post moderation: 
Assessment lead requested two papers from each teacher (specific pupil names 
requested) to be moderated by another teacher.  We have kept a log of any 
alterations that needed to be made and agreed that a discrepancy of + or -5% of 
the total paper needed to be re marked.  Outcome of this process will be shared 
with staff 31st March 2021.  
 
Standardisation: 
To ensure a reliable standard of assessments that allowed all grades to be 
assessed we did the following: 

1. Blind marking was adhered to prevent bias. 
2. Expertise from staff that have previously been examiner markers was 

used when designing papers and then sticking to fair marking procedures. 
3. Weighted assessment 2 appropriately in terms of AO1, AO2 and AO3. 
4. Selected an appropriate demand for each question (see above). 
5. Used historic grade boundaries (summer 2019,2018 and 2017) to create 

average grade boundaries for our assessment. 
6. When marking extended response questions staff have been using the 

grade exemplification document to help determine marks awarded along 
side any relevant commentaries from AQA.  Both of these documents 
have also been used when moderating staff marking. 

7. Subject level descriptors are going to be used when considering all of the 
evidence collected and selecting a grade.  Staff are also aware that the 
subject level indicators are to be used when assessing tasks in lesson 
(such as extended writing pieces and other “non-exam” tasks). 

 
 

Exam Board Training that 
has been attended  

AQA online course completed by FC and RJ – disseminated to rest of staff during SFM 
time. 
FC – Edexcel examiner since 2013 
RE – 12 year experience with Edexcel 

Internal training and QA 
meetings that have been 
attended  

27th January – Subject Leads meeting: PO outlined school expectations on upcoming 
reports/data captures. 
26th February - RJ met with FC (assessment lead): planned upcoming expert assessments 
up until Easter holidays. 



9th March 2021 – Meeting with year 11 teachers about internal QA procedures and what 
is expected of them.  During this meeting we decided on which pupils to use as grade 
standard. 
12th March - RJ met with FC (assessment lead) - planned upcoming expert assessments 
up until half term. 
17th March 2021 – Meeting RE: moderation and standardisation procedures.  All year 11 
teachers attended. 
23rd March 2021 – Science assessment meeting with RJ, PO, JA and SJY – SLT scrutinize 
procedures that are in place for science and discussion of recent GCSE grade reporting. 
30th March – Leading learning meeting: 
31st March 2021 - Meeting RE: moderation and standardisation procedures for 
assessment 3. 
21st April – Leading learning meeting: PO outlined school expectations on 
staff/departments in terms of cohort and individual assessment records 
23rd April – RJ met with FC (assessment lead) – discussion on roll out of individual 
assessment record in science and logistics. 

 


