
Falinge Park High School 

Centre Assessed Grades 

Subject: Religious Education 

FPHS Assessment 
Model 

The school has ensured a clear and robust assessment model which is purposeful, valid 
and reliable. It is based on the Ofqual guidance that ‘teachers should make a holistic 
judgement of each student’s performance on a range of evidence relating to the 
subject content that has been delivered by the teacher.’ Teachers will make 
professional judgements as to which evidence is used for which pupils so that no pupil 
is disadvantaged. This will be quality assured by the Senior Leaders in the school so that 
judgements made are objective and free from bias, conscious or unconscious.  

Range of Evidence 
which could be used 
from across the course: 

 Expert Assessments-designed using past papers and own questions – modified 
papers  

 Expert Assessments designed using new exam board material – optional 
assessments 

 Independent work evidencing attainment 

Expert Assessments 
Pre-Jan 2021 

These assessments were throughout the current topics of Christianity, both topics from 
paper 1: 
 
Christianity Beliefs and Teachings Unit  

 20 MCQ – AO1:1 

 Explain two Christian teachings about the Trinity (5 marks) – AO1:1 

 'It is impossible to be human and divine." (12 marks) – AO2 
 
Christianity Practices  

 10 MCQ – AO1: 1 

 Explain two contrasting ways in which Christians practice baptism  (4 marks) – 
AO1:3 

Expert Assessments 
Jan-Easter 

In the AQA Specification A for RE there are usually 2 papers covering 8 units. We made 
the decision as a department when the Ofqual guidance came out to stop teaching the 
content and concentrate on the content covered so far. This would mean we could also 
focus on the assessment objectives and on using some of our curriculum time to gather 
some more solid evidence from the pupils. At this point we had only covered half of 
paper one. Christianity: Beliefs and Teachings and Christianity: Practices. Therefore in 
this term we decided to focus on these two units for assessment. These assessments 
cover all the assessment objectives needed for paper 1. So in this term we have 
completed a modified paper 1. 
 
Paper 1 - Christianity: Beliefs and Teachings  

 Q1 – Which one of the following is the idea that God became human in Jesus? 
(1mark) –AO1:1  

 Q2 – Give two Christian beliefs about God (2 marks) – AO1:1 

 Q3 – Explain two ways in which a belief in resurrection influences Christians 
today (4 marks) – AO1:2 

 Q4 – Explain two Christian teachings about the Trinity.  Refer to sacred writings 
or another source of Christian belief and teaching in your answer (5 marks) – 
AO1:1 

 Q5 – ‘It is impossible to be both human and divine.’ (12 marks)  
Evaluate this statement – AO2 

 
Paper 2 - Christianity: Practices  

 Q1 – Which one of the following is a form of private worship? (1mark) – AO1:1 

 Q2 – Give two reasons why the Lord’s Prayer is important to Christians (2 
marks) – AO1:1 



 Q3 – Explain two contrasting examples of the work of the Church in the local 
community (4 marks) – AO1:2 

 Q4 – Explain two reasons why evangelism is important for the Christian Church. 
Refer to sacred writings or another source of Christian belief and teaching in 
your answer (5 marks) – AO1:1 

 Q5 – ‘All Christians should worship in the same way.’ (12 marks)  
Evaluate this statement – AO2 
 

Expert Assessments 
Easter-May Half term 
Using Exam Board 
materials 

For paper 2 there are usually 4 units that are covered and examined these are; Theme 
B: Religion and Life, Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict, Theme E: Religion, Crime 
and Punishment and Theme F: Religion, Human Rights and Social Justice. We made the 
decision to assess two of these units: Themes B & E. We have made the decision not to 
assess Theme F as this was taught during lockdown 1 and some pupils did not have 
access to the online provision and Theme D as this was taught back at the beginning of 
year 9. With not a lot of revision time and missed learning we wanted to make the 
assessments as equitable as possible for all students while still getting a range of 
evidence from both paper 1 & paper 2. In this term we will complete a modified paper 
2. 
 
Themes: B: Religion and Life  

 Q1 – (1mark) – AO1:1 

 Q2 – (2 marks) – AO1:1 

 Q3 – (4 marks) – AO1:3 

 Q4 – (5 marks) – AO1:1 

 Q5 – (12 marks) – AO2 
 

 
Themes: E: Religion, Crime and Punishment  

 Q1 – (1mark) – AO1:1 

 Q2 – (2 marks) AO1:1 

 Q3 – (4 marks) – AO1:3 

 Q4 – (5 marks) – AO1:1 

 Q5 - (12 marks) – AO2 
 
Exam board material  

 Christianity Paper (Includes both Beliefs and Teachings & Practices Questions) 

 Theme B: Religion & Life Paper  

 Theme E: Religion, Crime and Punishment  
(All these assessment papers cover both assessment objectives on both papers – AO1 & 
AO2) 

Standardisation and 
moderation processes 

 Standardisation of Baptism Question – Faculty Planning Time – 10/02 and emails 
sent between staff to support in marking. The findings from this was that there 
were differing opinions on the marking of this question. We therefore held a 
follow up moderation meeting. 

 Moderation of pupils Baptism Questions – Sample of students taken. Discussions 
around the harshness of marking and about positive marking. We discovered 
from exam exemplar material that pupils’ explanation did not require full PEEL 
as we have taught and therefore there was a discussion about how to award 
grades for the 4 and 5 mark explain questions. 

 Standardisation of 4, 5 and 12 mark questions – using AQA exam board training 
materials. In this standardisation meeting we used material from a previous 
exam board training session (from eAQA). As subject lead I led the session 
creating my own standardisation template where the team had to mark each of 
the answers and justify the reasons they had given grades. We focused on the 
extended writing of the 4, 5 and 12 mark questions. We discussed the exemplar 
materials and staff were advised to use this to check their previous marking and 



to use moving forward in marking. We also discussed the 12 mark questions and 
requirements to achieve a L3/4. What the boundaries were and the difference in 
using religious teachings to get in to a L4. I also sent some more exemplars and 
advice from the exam board regarding this via email. After using the exam 
materials we then marked 4 students work of the Christianity: Practices unit to 
standardise before we all marked these for each of our classes.  

 Moderation of full set of Christianity: Practices questions – Faculty Planning 
Time – 17/03/21. For this meeting I asked each member of staff to bring two 
specific pupils work (I looked at grades on the tracker) to the meeting. We 
marked them and filled out a moderation sheet and discussed the marks. I found 
this time we were more or less marking with the same tolerance. There were 
some discussions around the borderlines of levels for the 12 mark questions. 
This was useful in helping us decide the difference between a grade 3 and 4. I 
asked members of staff to go back to their assessments and consider what we 
had discussed so we were all marking to the same standard. 

 The use of Faculty Planning Time for standardisation and moderation of future 
assessments. 

 In our standardisation pack I have included examples of what a grade 9, 8, 7, 5 & 
4 would look in RE. 

 Use of past paper questions and AQA mark schemes – we have created modified 
mark schemes using the grade descriptors and added in our own ‘possible 
answers’ for our adapted questions for the modified papers. For questions taken 
straight from the exam board and past papers we have included their ‘possible 
answers’ as guidance for teachers marking. 

 Grade boundaries we have calculated from previous exam papers. Used 2019 
grade boundaries and divided by 8 to get a boundary for each set of questions 
out of 24. We have added 3 SPAG for each assessment to ensure this is covered 
making each assessment out of 27. The grade boundaries are as follows:  
 

Grade Mark out of 27 
(including SPAG) 

9 26 

8 24 

7 22 

6 20 

5 18 

4 16 

3 12 

2 8 

1 6 

U <6 

Exam Board Training 
that has been attended  

 Use of website training materials at faculty planning meetings  

 Use of answers and commentaries of answers from AQA website  

 Use of grading exemplification from AQA website  

Internal training and 
QA meetings that have 
been attended  

 12th March students for each subject/grade sample identified and named, 
proforma completed for SLT 

 22nd March 1-1 meetings with SL to discuss Standardisation Portfolios and 
processes, the recent data capture and preparation for exam board material 
release 

SL meetings 
3rd Feb  Assessment design 
24th Feb  Yr 11 Expert assessments 
8th March  Ofqual Guidance and FPHS IQA process 
30th March JCQ Guidance: Making judgements, Access Arrangements, Objective 
decision making, Policy and mal-practice 
18th April: FPHS Policies, processes and paperwork, IQA 



 


