
 

 

Our ref: JA/lf 
 
4th May 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
I am writing to you just to update you on a few things before we are given guidance on 
what is expected from school when restrictions start to ease. 
 
First of all, I would like to share some information regarding why we had to cancel the 
Year 9 Options Evening so suddenly last week.  Sadly, Mr Ward who was running the 
evening received a call to say his father, who was receiving palliative care, would not 
last the night.  Thankfully Mr Ward managed to get to see his father in time before he 
passed away but we had to make a split decision as to whether the webinar could go 
ahead – hence the late notice cancellation. He has asked me to make pupils and 
parents aware of this as he would like to be open with you as to the reasons why it 
was cancelled at short notice.  I am sharing his wishes here. 
 
We have, as have you, suffered a considerable amount of bereavement amongst our 
staff over the past year both COVID and non-COVID related.  I am extremely proud of 
our staff at the school for all their hard work throughout the pandemic but especially 
as so many have been bereaved it does have a toll.  I therefore want to thank all of 
my staff for everything they have done and continue to do and to share that with you. 
 
Year 9 Options Evening 
 
This will now take place on Thursday 6th May at 7pm.  You will receive a ParentMail 
message about the details today. 
 
Year 11 GCSE Assessment 
 
The fourth of the five webinars will take place on Wednesday 19th May at 6pm.  We 
were going to hold an earlier session but think it is more worthwhile to wait until the 
outcome of the appeals consultation is completed by Ofqual.  All the information is on 
our website under GCSE Assessments 2021. 
 
Year 11 Leaving Date 
 
Some of our Year 11s will be finished with their assessments on Friday 28th May.  We 
will be inviting some Year 11s back after the Whit holidays where there are gaps in 
their assessment portfolios due to absence related to COVID.  We will be holding a 
farewell for the Year 11s after school in June but I will confirm the date closer to the 
time.  I am afraid I can’t be clearer at the moment because we have to get all the 
grades in, look at any gaps and then plan for individual pupils from there. 
 



 

Finally, I will be looking to hold a series of webinars for parents to ask questions about 
the school in a format alongside social media.  As we get back to some more normality 
I don’t want to lose the closer relationship and open conversations that have happened 
between ourselves. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
 
 

 
 
 
 


