
 

 

 
 
Our ref: JA/lf 
 
17th May 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
RE: FACE MASKS IN SCHOOL 
 
On Friday 14th May I wrote to you quite late in the day saying that we were to promote 
the use of face masks in school.  I have just received the following from the Local 
Authority: 
 
Secondary colleagues will have received a letter from the Director of Children’s Services on 
Friday afternoon in relation to the wearing of face masks. At the time of sending, this letter 
represented the GM position. Following the circulation, there has been an amendment and 
subsequently the position is as follows below;  
 
“Government guidance states that the reintroduction of face coverings for pupils, students, or 
staff may be advised for a temporary period in response to particular localised outbreaks, 
including variants of concern, with advice from Directors of Public Health. We are seeing an 
increasing spread in the North West of variants of concern. Several areas in the North West, 
particularly in Greater Manchester, have seen a recent increase in infections, including 
amongst young people. Evidence suggests that face coverings continue to be an effective way 
of reducing transmission. Within schools, they may reduce the extent of transmission and 
reduce the likelihood of bubbles needing to be asked to self-isolate at home, enabling you to 
maximise the amount of face to face teaching that can be offered this school year. 
 
As a result, our local Health Protection Board has been considering the implication of the 
presence of the COVID-19 variants, and its impact in Rochdale, and recommends that we 
continue the use of face coverings for all, including pupils, as part of your robust 
system of controls to reduce potential COVID-19 transmission in school until the end 
of this half-term. This measure should be followed in classrooms, in communal areas, 
and areas where social distancing might not be possible. 
  
Continuation of the wearing of face coverings is only one part of your wider system of controls. 
Other measures, including social distancing, staff vaccination (for those eligible), 
handwashing, regular and symptomatic testing, contact tracing, self-isolation, good ventilation, 
and enhanced cleaning, remain essential.” 
 

I appreciate that this is a change in direction from Friday but as of tomorrow we are 
requiring all pupils to wear masks in classrooms and communal areas. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Miss J Allen 
Headteacher 
 

 


