
Falinge Park High School 

Centre Assessed Grades 

Subject: Geography 

FPHS Assessment 
Model 

The school has ensured a clear and robust assessment model which is purposeful, valid 
and reliable. It is based on the Ofqual guidance that ‘teachers should make a holistic 
judgement of each student’s performance on a range of evidence relating to the 
subject content that has been delivered by the teacher.’ Teachers will make 
professional judgements as to which evidence is used for which pupils so that no pupil 
is disadvantaged. This will be quality assured by the Senior Leaders in the school so that 
judgements made are objective and free from bias, conscious or unconscious.  

Range of Evidence 
which could be used 
from across the course: 

● Expert Assessments-designed using past papers and exam board materials. 

● Expert Assessments designed using new exam board material. 

● Mock Exams-designed around past papers and/or board materials and mark 

schemes 

● Independent work evidencing attainment 

Expert Assessments 
Pre-Jan 2021 

Students have completed expert end of unit assessments for all topics completed. 
Students have completed practise examination questions from previous papers in 
lessons and online. Expert end of unit assessments include the knowledge and skills in 
the following topics - Urban Futures, Sustaining Ecosystems, Global Hazards and 
Climate Change.   
AO’s 1-3 are assessed in all four of these expert end of unit assessments. In all expert 
end of unit assessments, there is a mixture of short and longer style questions. Marks 
per question range from 1 -11.  
Examples of longer-style questions, which have been used to assess include:  
Urban Futures - ‘Assess the consequences of rapid urbanisation in an LIDC city you have 
studied’ (6) and ‘For an Advanced Country (AC) city you have studied, discuss one 
initiative to make the city more sustainable’. (8) +3 marks awarded for SPAG.  
Global Hazards - Extreme Weather conditions vary in contrasting countries. Discuss the 
differences in extreme weather conditions in contrasting countries. You should develop 
your ideas fully. (6) ‘Assess the technological developments used to mitigate the 
impacts of a tectonic hazard.’ (8) +3 marks awarded for SPAG.  
Sustaining Ecosystems - Case study – a global example of sustainable management in 
either the Arctic or Antarctic.  ‘Assess the success of one global scale sustainable 
management solution in either the Arctic or the Antarctic’. (6) Case study – Sustainable 
management of an area of tropical rainforest. ‘Evaluate the effectiveness of one way in 
which an area of tropical rainforest you have studied is being sustainably managed’. (8) 
+ 3 marks for SPAG.  
Climate Change - ‘Evaluate the threats and opportunities that Climate Change may 
bring to the UK’ (8) +3 marks for SPAG and ‘Explain two natural causes of climate 
change’ (4)  
 

Expert Assessments 
Jan-Easter 

Students have completed two expert assessments for the topic of distinctive 

landscapes. The first expert assessment was on the topic of coastal landscapes and 

processes and the second on river landscapes and processes. Both assessments were 

on google forms. Both assessments assess AO’s 1-3.  

 

The coastal assessment focussed on assessing the following constructs and skills: 

Geographical Constructs: Landscape definition, human use of landscapes, explanation 

of geomorphic processes in the formation of coastal landforms and using an example 

explaining how coastal management works in combination with coastal processes to 

impact on the landscape.  

Geographical Skills: UK map interpretation, describing distribution and OS mapping 



skills - six figure grid referencing.  

Questions included in the coastal expert assessment were a mixture of short and longer 

style questions. The longer style questions included: ‘Using a coastal landscape case 

study, evaluate the impact of coastal management along this coastline.’ (6) and Figure 3 

below is a photograph of a coastal stack. Describe and explain the formation of a stack 

and stump (6)  

 

The river expert assessment focussed on assessing the following constructs and skills: 

Geographical Constructs: Landscape definition, river geomorphic processes - erosion, 

transport, and deposition. River drainage basin features, explanation of geomorphic 

processes in the formation of river landforms and using an example explaining how 

human activity/ river management works in combination with river processes to impact 

on the landscape. 

 

Geographical Skills: Interpretation of aerial photographs and diagrams.  

Questions included in the river expert assessment were a mixture of short and longer 

style questions. The longer style questions included: ‘With the help of the diagram 

below, describe the formation of a waterfall using a river example you have studied’. 

(6) and ‘Using a case study of a river you have studied, describe and explain the 

influence of human activity on the river landscape’. (6)  

 

Students will complete two expert assessments for the topic of ‘The UK 21st century’. 

The first assessment will be on the UK’s physical and human characteristics, the UK’s 

changing population structure and the UK’s changing economic structure.  The second 

assessment will be on the UK’s global significance and influence. Both assessments will 

assess AO’s 1-3.  

 

The first expert assessment will focus on the following constructs and skills for the 

21st century UK topic: 

Geographical Constructs: A case study of ethnic diversity changes for a location in the 

UK since 2001, understanding of the UK’s population change using geographical 

modelling in the form of the Demographic Transition Model (DTM), impacts and 

responses to an ageing population in the UK and the changes which have occurred in an 

economic hub over time.  

Geographical Skills: Interpretation of a proportional circles chart on population change, 

calculation of percentage change of population, interpretation of population pyramids 

of the UK, interpretation of a ‘population density’ choropleth map of the UK.  

 

The second assessment for 21st century UK will focus on the following constructs and 

skills:  

Geographical Constructs: The exports and imports of the UK. The importance of the 

media in the UK, this linking to the economic hub of Salford Quays. The role of the UK in 

conflicts around the work due to the UK’s belonging to various worldwide 

organisations, such as the UN.  

Geographical Skills: Students will be assessed on interpreting data in the form of 

infographics, graphs such as area graphs, and flow maps.  

 

Questions included in the UK 21st Century topic expert assessment were a mixture of 

short and longer style questions. The longer style questions included: ‘For a named 



location, explain how ethnic diversity has changed’ (6) and ‘The UK is dealing with an 

ageing population very effectively. To what extent do you agree with this statement? (8 

marks + 3 SPG) 

 

Expert Assessments 
Easter-May Half term 
Using Exam Board 
materials 

Expert assessments for after Easter will include one modified Paper 1 examination. This 
will be the November 2020 exam for Paper 1 unless the new material is received from 
the examination board earlier. This will assess all four topics, Global Hazards, Climate 
Change, Distinctive Landscapes and Sustaining Ecosystems. This is modified as the 
physical fieldwork element of the paper will be removed.  The date for this first paper 1 
examination will be in the first week back after Easter, dependent on lesson timings. 
 
In the week of the 3rd of May, the students will complete the November 2020 exam for 
Paper 2. This will assess the topics of Urban Futures, Dynamic Development and the 
first half of the UK 21st Century topic. Again, this is modified as the topic of Resource 
Reliance will be removed as well as the human fieldwork element of the paper.  
 
On the week of the 17th of May, students will complete the November 2020 Paper 3 
examination. This will assess their geographical skills of data interpretation using 
graphs, maps, photographs, and satellite images, all provided in a resource booklet. The 
examination has a theme of plate tectonics and sustaining ecosystems.  
 
 

Standardisation and 
moderation processes 

Moderation of the marking for the coastal assessments was carried out on Thursday 

4th February. Staff in the year 11 team (RBI, KM and SH) shared three papers which 

they had marked and so the team marked six papers to ensure that our marking was 

consistent. Papers to be marked were selected by the individual classroom teachers.  

Standardisation of rivers assessments was carried out on Friday 12th February. RBI, KM 

and SH created the mark scheme for the assessment using the material from OCR. Staff 

pre-empted any misconceptions which may arise and ensured that marking would be 

consistent using the created mark scheme. This was then added to the google form 

document for the staff to use when marking online.  

Moderation of the marking for the rivers assessments was carried out on Thursday 25th 

February.  This was during our GFM time and once again, nine papers were marked by 

the Year 11 team (SH, RBI and KM).  

Moderation of marking for the paper 1 will take place on the week of the 26th of April. 

This is a modified version of the November 2020 paper and so the OCR mark scheme 

will be used to ensure that marking is consistent. Exemplar candidate answers from the 

examination board will also be dissected before marking takes place. This is to further 

ensure and to remind staff of the standard required for the different levelled marks on 

the longer style questions.  

The same process will be carried out for the remaining paper 2 and 3 to ensure 

consistency in marking.  

Moderation of marking for the paper 2 will take place on the week of the 10th of May.  

Moderation of the marking for the paper 3 will take place on the week of the 7th of 

June, prior to the 10th June deadline.   

 

Exam Board Training 
that has been attended  

Ask the Subject Advisor: GCSE (9-1) Geography A (J383) and B (J384) (Online Q&A) - 
22nd March to be attended by subject lead.  

Internal training and 
QA meetings that have 
been attended  

Meeting on 24th February by Subject Lead with SLT 
Meeting on 8th March by Subject Lead with SLT.  
Meeting on 17th March by Subject Lead with SLT 
Meeting week commencing 22nd March by Subject Lead with SLT 



Meeting on 24th March by Subject Lead with SLT 
Meeting on 30th March by Subject Lead with SLT 
Meeting on 21st April by Subject Lead with SLT 
Meeting on 28th April by Subject Lead with SLT 
 

 


