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 Introduction 
 

This plan is drawn up in accordance with the planning duty in the Equality Act 2010: 

Schedule 10, Paragraph 4.  It draws on the guidance set out in ‘The Equality Act 2020 

and schools’, issued by the DfE in May 2014. 

 

Paragraph 4.29 explains that schools must implement accessibility plans that aim to: 

 

Increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum; Improve 

the physical environment of schools to enable disabled pupils to take better advantage 

of education, benefits, facilities and services provided; and improve the availability of 

accessible information to disabled pupils. 

 

We recognise the need to provide adequate resources for implementing this plan and 

will regularly review it. 

 

This document will outline our current status and future plans.  The key objective is to 

reduce and eliminate barriers to access to the curriculum and to ensure full participation 

in the school community for pupils, and prospective pupils, with a disability. 

 

A definition of disability 

 

Children and young people have a disability under the Equality Act 2010 if they have: 

 

‘…. a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and substantial adverse 

effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.’ (Equality Act 2010) 

 

Further information is provided in the ‘Special educational needs and disability code of 

practice: 0 – 25 years’ June 2014: ‘Long-term is defined as ‘a year or more’ and 

‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or trivial’.  This definition includes sensory 

impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term health conditions 

such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer.  Children with such conditions do not 

necessarily have Special Educational Needs, but there is a significant overlap between 

disabled children and young people and those with SEN.  Where a disabled child or 

young person requires special educational provision they will also be covered by the 

SEN definition. 

 

Roles 

 

Accessibility at Falinge Park High school is a shared responsibility.  The Governing Body 

has a strategic role in agreeing the school’s plans and priorities.  The Headteacher is 

responsible for implementing the school’s Accessibility Plan and ensuring that regular 

reviews take place.  This responsibility can be delegated by the Headteacher to an 

appropriate senior employee within the school.  The upkeep and maintenance of 

physical access facilities is the responsibility of the site management. 

 

What we do now 

 

Physical Access:  We moved into our new building in January 2014.  The whole of the 

school building is wheelchair accessible, including the Dance Studio and the ICT 

Learning Centre.  All the areas of school which were refurbished at the time of the new 
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build, the Gym, Sports Hall and Changing Rooms are wheelchair accessible, but not by 

the common pedestrian routes, but by a more circuitous route.  The two areas not 

accessible by wheelchair are the Prayer Room and the Fitness Suite.  A further block has 

been built to support increased numbers.  This building has lift access. 

 

There is a hearing induction loop in the Reception and Hall/Performance area.  All rooms 

are decorated to address requirements in their Light Reflectance Values (LRV) to 

contrast in colour and luminance between walls and ceilings and between walls and 

floors as well and doors and walls.  All fixtures, fittings and controls are identified by 

texture and colour and luminance contrast. 

 

Access to the curriculum:  There are no barriers that can’t be overcome to ensure all 

children who attend Falinge Park High School are able to access our curriculum.  For 

some children, they may require additional support either physically, in learning or in 

regulating their behaviours.  The Falinge Park High School provision within provision 

on our local SEN offer explains how we provide support. 

 

Access to available information:  Differentiated materials can be provided for pupils with 

sensory impairments or dyslexia.  The school is supported by teams from Rochdale 

Additional Needs Service who provide advice and guidance and where appropriate 

monitoring visits for children and young people with disabilities. 

 

Links with Other Policies 

 

This accessibility plan is linked to the following policies and documents: 

 

 Single Equality and Community Cohesion Policy 

 SEN Local Officer 

 Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 


